No, 12, November 1992

Tel Aviv University
Journalism Studies Program
Institute for Research of
the Jewish Press

Editor:
[Dr. Mordecai Naor

English Section:
Judy Krausz

Hebrew Copy Editor:
Moshe Ot

Designer:
Studio Haim Raon

Administration:
Yardena Bar-Uryan

Typesetting and Production:

Mofet-Rosmarine

CONTENTS

A Tale of Two Newspapers / Shulom Rosenfehd — Ze

The Rise and Fall of “Dos Nyeh Leben” / Yosel Goldkorn — 4e

Reflections on the 60-Year History of *The Jerusalem Post” / Alexander Zvieli — 1le
A Free Press and jis Role in Sociefy / Dan Meridor - 22¢

Between Ome Electoral Upset and the Next / Havim Yavin  27e

English Abstracts of Hebrew Articles:
Israel Radio: “Mj Yitzhak™ (“Which Yitzhak,” or “Who will Laugh™) / Shalom Xital - 33e

Army Radio: Flections from the field ; Usi Paz  33e
“Ma'ariv™; The Trial Polls Predicted the Electoral Upset / Ya'akov Frez — 3de

The Media and Election Propaganda —

o FElection Propoganda in the British and the lsrach Press [ Yoram Peri - 35e
»  Politicians Dragged Along by the Press / Uri Avneri — 36t

o What the Media Consumer Doesnt Know | Shiome Nakdimon 36e

“From Our Political Correspondent in France™ Eliezer Ben-Yehuda’s First Political
Articles in “Havarelet” / Joseph Lang e

The Sensationalist Press in Ereiz Visrael, 1908-1917 / Uzi Eiyada — 38e

Ber Borochov: The Jewish Press in America / Mussia Lipman 3%

“Ha-Isha” — An Exclusive Womens Magazine / Hava Diner — 4le

“Amud Ha-Yirah™ “Lev Ha-Jvii’s” Newspapers / Dov Geahovsky ~— 41e

“Muahanayim™ — The Story of a Religious Military Periodical / Akiva Zirmerman  42e
Secret Agents as Journalists in Eretz Yisrael, 1918-1920 / Nakdiinon Rogel — 43e

English cover: The Palestine Post (later The Jerusalem Post) of April 10, 1945, the day Dos Nych Leben first
appeared (see Hebrew cover). Articles on both newspapers appear in this in this issuc of Qcsher,

Hebrew cover: IHustration by Paul Pollitzer, engineer and artist. Born in Vicnna, Pollitzer escaped to Holland a
vear after the Nazi conquest and spent most of the war in a refugee camp. Later he studied cngincering as well
as art, specializing in line portraits and caricatures. His drawings were published in major American MAaguzines.
He held a one-man show in Jerusalem. He is an industrialist in Isracl.

Editorial and Administrative Offices:
Journahsm Studies Program, Tel Aviv University, Ramat Aviv 69978, Tel: (03)6413404, 5450665, Fax: (0336422318



A TALE OF TWO NEWSPAPERS

April 1945, spring of liberation in Europe. The leading
headlines of the Pafestine Post - the only Eoglish-lanpuage
Jewish daily in the world on April 10, 1945, described
a massive onslaught by British and  Allicd forces into
Germany; prepatations in several Western capitals to cstablish
international bodies that would guarantee 2 new world order:
and mass graves discoversd in various parls of Europe by
the Allied forces. A smaller item on page one of the Post
mighl appear to be marginal in comparison with the major
aews dtems of the day, bar is important in understanding the
background of an uvnusueal event in the annals of the Jewish
press. The item described preparations for an international
confereuce in Sun Francisco, and pressure hy the Soviet
Iinion to allow the Polish Provisional Government (the
“Lublin Government™) to participaie in the conference, which
was scheduled to discuss the proposed new World Count
charter, among other topics,

During that spring 47 vears aga, fews who had hidden
from the light of day and from man, German and not only
German. amaong them those wlho had not scen the light of
duy fur years, began to come out of hiding in the {erriterics
that had been lberuted, During that spring, when large parts
of Poland were conquered by the Red Army while other
parts still witnessed rearguard fighting againsl the Germans,
thousands of Jews who hud been in prisons, in camps, in
cities of exile and in Soviet kolhozes, us well as in the front
lines und in the partisan forces where they fought the Nazis,
began returning to thelr old homeland.

The Polish (Jewish) “repatrintes” who arrived in liberated
Lode - - lberated from the Nazi conquerors as well as from
the regime of the all-powerful “Jewish king”™ of the ghetio,
Chaim Remkowski - included several former journalists and
printers, And what is uppermost in the minds of journalists
and printess stwrved and cxhausted by the war, In o stale
of shock and despair s a result of the Jobean reports of
the unbclicvable extent of the destruction? A newspaper.
Fstablishing a newspaper, With a few pieces of Jewish type
that, like the people themselves, survived by a miracle,
With paper that was left in the warehouses of the very
same Rumkowski. No matler what the design, given the
cxisting technical conditions. No matter what the circulation
in the disconnceted territories, among a population nursing
its wounds, wandering between cemeteries and mass graves,
between groves and fields in search M not of a sign of life,
then of evidence of the death of loved-ones.

And why a newspuper? Because for Jews, a newspaper
has always heen the faithful link that connccts the near
to the far away. A Jewish newspaper could alwayy convey
messages between the lines that could not or ought not be
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stated explicitly. A newspaper could be the harbinger of
new life {or survivors, or the alarm warning of yel another
“time of trouble unte Jacoh,” Thus, on April 10, (945,
while part of the Nazi armies were being routed by the
Russian-American-British war machine, the firsl ssue of a
Yiddish newspaper appeared in liberated Lode. hearing, not
coincidentally, the symbolic name Dos Nyeh Leben - the
aew life. Tt was the frst Jewish newspaper for the survivors
in Poland, which only six years previously had dozens of
Yiddish dailies and hundreds of periodicals,

The main part of this issue of Qesher is devoted 10 these
two papers, so far apart geogruphically and hngnisticaily vet
s0 close In terms of shaping Jewish journalistic history at that
point in time: the Palestine Post, which eventuaily became (he
Jerusalem Post, now marking its 60th year, and Dos Nyeh
Leben that arose in Lodz with the return of the survivors
from Russis te Polund, filled with hope and expectation, and
that expired after a difficult five-und-a-haif-year struggle for
its journalistic fifz and for its existence us un indcpendent
and unigue Jewish newspaper.

*

The Jerusalem Post and Dos Nyel Leben arc unique not
only because they recorded the “first deaft of history,” as the
familiar description of the press gocs, but alo becanse they
themselves made istory, or at least were g part of it

In founding the English-language paper in Jerusalem,
Ciershon Agronsky (Agron} hoped that it would promote
mutual understanding  between the three scctors of his
potentigl uudicnee: the Jews, the English and the Arabs.
But the political maelstorm that cnveloped first Eretz Yisrael
under the British Mandate and later the State of Isracl put an
end to this hope, Agronsky, and the paper as well, soon found
themselves in a confrontation with the British administration
which, under the guise of “halanced policy,” restricted the
Jewish Yishuv somctimes to the peint of open hostilily. As
for the Arabs, even the enlightencd and moderate Arabs,
even those who continved to maintain [riendly personal
relations with their Jewish neighbars were increasiogty swept
alang by nationalist elements in (heir midst 1o adopt radieal
anti-Zionist and anti-Jewish positions. Instead of a bridgs of
understanding, & wall of alicnation arose between the Jews
and the other two sectoes of the population in Jerusalem.
Even though the editars of the Palestine Post were moderates,
advocates of compromise within the mainstream of the Zionist
movement, and even though Gershon Agron continved to
maintain contact with the senior adminisirative echelon of
the Mandate in order to blunt the severity of cestain decrees
or obtain 2 waiver in one maiter or ancther, the newspaper
becume progressively mare mititant by the [oree of events,




devoted entirely to the siruggle of the smail Jewish Yishuv
against the anti-Zionist policy of the British and the hostility
of tiie Arabs.

No paper in Eretz Yisruel clicited so hostile a respouse
as the Post when, on February |, 1948, a booby-trapped
car vxploded outside the cditoriat building. causing numerous
casualties and destroying part of the building that containad
the editorial offices and the printshop, The aet was o
British-Arab “eo-production” to 1ry 1o silence a voice that
was lwereasimgly troublesume especially in the final months of
the British Mandate. But theu plot did not succeed: the paper
appearcd the following day. with the assistance aof several
Terusalem printshops that came o the rescue, and continued
to function as a vehicle for the Jewish Yishuv in its struggle
{or independence. The story of the &f-year histary of the
paper, which became a Jerusulem institution, is old in this
issuc by Alexander Zvielll, a veteran staff member who, in
lealing through his papers, illuminates the central events of
the Yishuv and the siate the small history and the larpe
— rcflected in them. Gabriel Tsifroni, a veterau Jerusalem
Juurnalist, rounds out the picture with personal profiles of
Post editors and writers whom he knew,

Dos Nyeh ieben wade history too. Not oaly wus it the
first Jewish daily in liberated Poland, a kind of symbol of the
renewal and continuity of Jewish lite after the destruction:
not only did it follow — and sometimes initiate — the
establishrment of Jewish institutions —. social , culturat and
philanthiropic for the swrvivors, but this first Jewish
newspaper in postwar Poland made history by s very
exitstenice ay an independeni paper striving for intellectual
anet professional integrity as far as objectively possible, in
the circumstances, the “objective possibility” was extremely
limited, No sovner was Poland liberated by the Red Army,
then it was placed firmly iato the Soviet orbit, as was ail of
Eastern Europe. The significance of being part of the Sovict
orbit was plain: it meant being part of the totalitarian state
in everything - - political and defense pelicy, cconomue life,
social and cultural fife, leeratvre, theater and the press. But
iet us notl overlook the dates. Dos Nyeh Leben was founded
in April 1945, before the war wus actually over, when the
USSR nceded Western aid, especially for seconstruction.
Operating in the climale of cxpeetation of a “new world
order,” the USSR was forced to cieale al lcast the fllusion
of freedom in the occupied territosles, The Jewish newspaper
fit into this niche of illusions.

We assigned Yosel Goldkorn, who himself was a longtime
member of the flos Nyelr Leben staft, to tell ibe story of the
newspaper. He sifted through every issue, month by montl,
year by year, and the headlines, news rcports and articles

speak for themsclves. In uncovering the story of the 547
issues, the author also revesls the hopes and the tribulations
of the renewed lewish community, which, alungside s effores
al sehabilitation, was subjcet to the hatred of Pales once again
and underwent murders and pogroms, the most infamous, of
course, being the pogrom at Kielee,

While heartbreaking. nostalgic articles on the recent and
distant past continued to be published in flos Nveh Leben,
a sense of distress could be discorned inereasingly hetween
the lings of propapanda articles; the treedom to wiite on
subjects other than nostalgiy disappearcd: cawtion had to he
exercised in choosing the right words so as oot Lo offend “big
brother™ A loss of hope and expectation was disceruible,
and the inevitable decling of the renewed Jewish community
in Poland was reflected in the pages of the newspaper. Even
the paper itsell was heading woward s inevitable end. It was
torn between loyalty to the new regime and loyalty to the
Jewish people and the State of Isruel,

The last issue of oy Nyeh Leben, no. 547, appearsd on
Qctober 38, 1950. A noliee in the upper part of page ous
informed subscribers that henceforth they could reccive the
Folks Shtimme - - the officlal Yiddish-language Cominunisi
otgan instead.

On the same day, October 30, 1950, the Jerusalem Post
ran reports on page one that reflected “business as usual™ an
trminent solution to  cabinet crisis between Mapal and the
Urthodox Blog; an appeal to Asserican Jewry to contribute
$30 million to mect “urgent needs of the country™ a decision
to supply tourists at hotels with special meals that would be
exempt trom the austerity restrictions lmposcd by Minister
of Supply and Rationing Dov Joseph; and, inescupubly, a
subject that recurs to Lhis very day: a serious trattic accident
on the ferusalem-Tel Aviv highway resulling in onc fatality
and 26 persons injured.

Al Rhotes g

Head of the Fournulism Studics Program
and Instiute for Research of the Jowish Press
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THE RISE
AND FALL OF

“DOS NYEH LEBEN”

YOSEF GOLDKORN

This is an abbreviated version of the article that appears in
the Hebrew seeiion, which, in turp, is the basis for an even
fuller study of flos Nyvefi Leben that will be published as a
buoklel,

Pos Nych Leben (“The New Life”} was the first
Yiddish newspaper to appear in Poland st the end of
world war [1, the product of a determined effort by a
small group of survivors to rejuvenate, or rehabilitate,
written Yiddish.

The group was made up of several print workers
and Yidgish writcrs who found themselves in the Tody
ghetto during and after its liberation by the Soviet
army in January 1945, Their effort was facilitated by
the fact that Lodz had been libcrated in a surprise
attack before the Germans could destroy the ghetto
completely. Sifting through the rempants of a Yiddish
printing press in the ghetto, the survivors painstakingly
retrieved enough lead letters from the snow and mud to
compose a single page of text, and after running it off
they would reset the letters for each of the following
pages.

The first issue, on Aprid 10, 1945, appeared with
a black border and the headline: “In Memarium,”
with an initial hsting of 387 Jewish writers, scholars,
artists and public figures who had perished during the
German conquest. The lead article cited the sacred
testament of those who had perished, and promised
to provide “a warm Yiddish word of support” for the
survivors. Other articles dealt with the paper’s intention
Lo become a liaison between the Jews of Poland and
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the rest of world Jewry, and with the hope for new
iife in Poland.

“Polish Reactionism Murders Jews™

The political makeup of the editorial staff was similar
to that of the Vakliai — the “Fan,” or umbrella system
which also scrved us the basis {or the central and local
representative committees of the Jews in Poland, Each
of the Zionist parties was represented, as was the Bund
and the Communists. The paper, edited hy Michael
Mirsky (Communists}, contained eight pages and cost
five slotys.

The second issue, which appeared on Apnl 19, 1945
(the paper was later to be a weekly, but appeared
approximately three times monthly initially), reported
on the deep impression that the first issue of Dos
Dos Nyeh Leben had made on the jews in Poland,
Dedicated to the warsaw Ghetto revolt against the
German  congueror, mersiting a special place in the
pantheon of Jewish freedom fighters. The following
issue, on May [, 1945, reported on commemaorations
that were held for the revelt, including the posthurmous
awarding of high military honors by the government
to 50 of ithe ghetio fighters. Tv also described the
activitics of ihe Jewish Historical Committee, and the
establishment of tweo orphanages in Lodz and one in
Lublin,

The following issucs, which appeared after the war
ended, contained a growing onumber of reports on

First isswe, Dos Nieh Leben, April 10, 1345 b=
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Ads seeking lost relatives appewred in every issue of the paper

attacks by Poles on Jewish survivors and returnees. Issue
number 4 ran a large headline; “Polish Reactionism
Murders Jews,” documenting murders in several cities.
By issue number 7, on Junc 10, 1945, the cditor
described these incidents as occurring virtually daily,
perpeteated by nationalist anti-Communist and anti-
Semitic gangs of the National Armed Forces (NSZ).
Yet there were also reports, in May 1945, of concerts
given by a Jewish musician in Lodz and of the
establishment of a Yiddish theater there. Efforts to
organize Jewish employment cooperatives and private
enterprises were also described, especially in Lody,
despite the anti-Semitism of officials in various localities,

Notices Seeking Relatives

The issue of May 1, 1945, contained an appeal by Jewish
religious leaders to rehabilitate Jewish religious life in
Poland, along with an official notice of government
assistance in this arca. A special tenth issue, on July |
contained congratulatory messages from Jewish writers
and artists in the Seoviet Union who hoped to return
to Poland, as well as reports on a national confcrence
of the Bund in Lodz; the opening of the Ihud
movement “Pioneer House™ there; the functioning of
theee “kibbulzim” with some 150 members ages 15-25:
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and a conference of “Labor Israel” representatives from
26 cities,

The paper continued to reflect growing Jewish
activity in liberated Poland. The cstablishment of a
central Yiddish lending library in Warsaw was reported
n September 1945, Despite technical difficultics, the
paper cstablished a strong tle with its readership,
devoting two and sometimes three pages per issue to
nouices in search of relatives.

The only Yiddish publication until the start of
1946, Dos Nyeh [eben managed to maintain political
objectivity, airing a range of political viewpoints,
somctimes in shacp debate. The year 1946 witnessed
large-scale repatriation from the Soviet Union, leading
both to increased Jewish communal activity and to
increased anti-Semitism as well, which climaxed in the
pogrom in Kielce in Tuly 1946, ldeological conflict
between the Zionist parties, the Communists and the
Bund aiso intensified.

A Record of Events in Eretz Yisrael

The Zionist parties, in an operation called Habriba - —
“The Flight” -— aimed at bringing out as many Jews
as possible from Peland as guickly as possible, The
Communists, on the other hand, hoped to stabilize
Jewish life in order to organicc a large Jewish
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The Bund newspaper “Folks Zeitung”

commuoity based on "the new Poland.” The lead
article on February 19, (946, dealt with the visit to
Polund of the Anglo-American Laqguiry Cominission
on Palesting and the report submilled to it by the
Jewish Central Commitice of Poland citing the figure
of approximately 80000 Jews then in Poland, with an
additional 150,000 Jews estimated Lo rcturn from the
Soviet Union in the near future. The report stated
that a substantial number of Jews wanted to pmigrate,
primarily 1o Eretz Yisrael, and that the entire Jewish
community demanded free emigration to Palestine and
the nullification of the White Paper.

The repatriation of Jews from the Soviet Union
to Palestine gained momentum  during this period,
with some 48,000 returning in February 1946 alone,
according to the March 2 issuc, This vast demographic
movement became an important element in the struggle
to establish the Jewish state, and more immediately,
to open the gates of Fretr Yisrael to immigrants.
Signilicantly, the situation in Eretz Yisrael, dominated
by the anti-British struggle, way covered extensively in
Dos Nyeh Leben during this period.

The issue of Aprii 23, 1946, dedicated to the third
anniversary of the warsaw Ghetto revolt, included
messages from the Polish prime minister and other
high officials. Several streets in Warsaw were named
for the heroes of the uprising, and a cornersione
was laid for a ghetto memorial, the lead arlicle
reported.  Emissaries from Bretz Yisrael who arrived
for the commemoration were welcomed by the paper,
Simullancousty, anti-Scmitism and  attacks on Jews
were inereasing, with details of murders of Jews in

various paris of the country reported in the paper

continuausly daring April and May 1946.

In May, the paper announced the appointment of a
new editor, Ber Mark, and stated its goal of becoming
a daily. From June, the paper ran [2 pages instcad
of the original ¥, with 2-3 pages still devoted to the
search for missing relatives,

Closher No. 12, November 1392

The Pogrom in Kieice

The major headline of the June 2[, 1946, issue was:
"Qoly a Jewish State Can Solve the Problem of Eretz
Yisracl — According to the Jewish Agency.” One wholce
page was devoted to news of Eretz Yisrael The same
issuc reporied that repatriation from the Soviet Union
had nearly ended, with 115,000 Jews having arsived
and some 20,000 stili en route,

The Jaly 12, 1946, issue was devoied to the pogrom
in Kiclee, with the names of 33 murdered Joews listed
on page one, framed 1n a black border. The 34th vichim
was identified only by the tatooed Auschwitz number on
his arm, while seven othor victims were unidentifiable

- 4 total of 41 victims. The shocking details and the
shocked reactions took up the rest of the issue. A month
lazer, on August 9, 1946, the lcad headline was: “For
Self-Control, Restraint and Composure, and Aganst
Panic” -~ an attempt to prevent mass Jewish flight as
a result of the pogrom, The following issue, on August
16, again carried an appeal to the Jewish community
not to panic, reporting that the government had iaken
steps Lo assist the Jews through the establishment
of a special depactment for Jewish affairs under a
“comnussar for the productivization of the Jews”

Events in Erety, Yisrael also continued Lo be covered in
detail during the summer and fall of 1946, especially the

The isue that apperared after the Kielee pogrom
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The soue deseribing death sentences for members of the
underground Lehi

struggle apainst the British "imperiatistic™ immigration
policy uand the detention of “Hicgal® Jewish immigranis.

Poland or Eretz Yisrael?
The January 1947 issucs of the paper dealt with
the forthcoming clections to parliament — the first

since the war — urging the Jewish community to

vote for the Communist-led Democratic bloc. After
the elections, the issue of Febroary 6, 1947, ran an
article by the general-secretary of the Jewish Central
Committes commending cconomic improvement, the
rise of democracy and the stabilization of Jewish
life in Poland. Yet Jewish life was far from stable.
An agitated meeting of the executive of the Jewish
Central Committee in March 1947, reporied in the
April 10 issue, reflected the deep divisions between the
Communist view on cmigration that 1t must. not
come af the expense of the continuity of Jewish iife in
Poland -- and the Zionist view, which gave emigration
priority.

The spring and summer issues of 1947 continued
to give prominence to the anti-British struggle of ihe
Jews of Erelz Yisracl, including the efforts to land
immigrants there, and the support cxprossed by the
Soviet Union for the establishment of a Jewish state.
Stll, the emphasis of the paper was on Jewish life in
Poland. Nearly every issue contained two pages devoted
to Yiddish literature, both past and eurrent,

Page (wo of the issue on the eve of Rosh Hashanah
1947 reported on the incident at the port of Hamburg
when Jewish immigrants were brutally removed from

8e

the "Exodus™ after it had been forced to retura from
Paiestine to Burope by the British.

The early issues of 1948 dealt primarily with the
war n Erete Yisracl. A prominent page-one article on
Janvary 30, 194%, announced that the Jewish Central
Comnittee had decided to join the World Jewish
Congress in supposting and aiding Fretz Yisrach, a
proposal which had actually been put forward by
the Comimumst Party representative. The Bund, while
voling for the proposal, simultancously condemned
political Zionism, which it blamed for the sitnation in
Eretz Yisrael.

Still, support for the Jewish struggle in
Yisrael was wholehearted. The [irst-page headline of
the February 1, 1948, issue read: “Polish Jew! Help
Erctz Yisrael in its Fight!” The following issue reporied
on fund-raising activily for Erctz Yisrael by the Jewish
Writers' amd TJournalists’ Society, the Jewish Actory’
Society and the Jewish Culture Society. The February
27 headline was: “Polish Jew! Remember Your Brave
Brothers in Eretz Yisrael'™

Side by side with detailed reportage on the war,
there was ongoing coverage of developments in Jewish
life in Poland, including, as in previous years, the
annual commemorative events of the Warsaw Ghetto
revolt, which had gradually expanded in scope, taking
up the entire |6-page issuc of April 18, {94%. The
first of May was also given prominence, with a listing
of Jewish workers who had achicved “Outstanding
Worker” status.

“lewish State in Eretz Yisrael Proclaimed Today”
was the large beadline on page one of the May 14,
1948, issue, followed by various other reports on the
situation in Eretz Yisrael, Two days later, “Long Live
the Independent State of Israel!” was the page-unc
headline, with one of the items on the page reporting
the favorable response of the Polish Ministry of
Industry to a request by the Jewish Central Commitice
to purchase Polish goods for ksracl with money raised
by the commitiee. The following issue, on May 19,
featured a large photograph of David Ben-Gurion, with
the lead headline: “Exchange of Messages Berween the
State of Israel and Poland. Poland Recognizes the
State of Lsrael.” Two days later, the first page carricd
4 photograph of Chaim Weizmann, while the second
page reported on large solidarity rallies in Warsaw
organized by the Jewish Centrat Committee in support
of lsrael.

Froiz




The rest of the issues published during the sunymer of
1948 continued to deal with the War of Independence
in 1srael and support for the new state by the Jews of
Poland and by others, including the Soviet press.

Intensified Communist Emphasis

Although sympuathy for Israel was still at a peak, there
were certain signs of change. An editorial on Sepiember
22, 1948, attacked the organizers of an international
Jewish cultural congress (the organizers were  the
editorial staff of the American Yiddish newspaper
Forward) as “reactionary servants of Awmerican capital
and of the anlt-democratic imperialist bloc.” However,
another issue in September warmly welcomed the lsracli
ambassador to Warsaw,

The Communist cmphasis became more palpable
in late Octobher [94%, with a photograph of the
Puolish president on page one, a reprint of a Pravda
interview of Stalin, and fwo pages devoted to the
30th anmiversary of the Komsemol vouth movement.
An item in the November 2, 1948, wmsue called for
“URCOMpPronIsing war agsinst speculative, capitalistic
elements threatening to interfere with our development.”
This trend intensified, with Israel becoming entangled
as well. An editorial on November [0, [948, expressed
concera lest Israel sucoumb to serving imperialism. Ad
the end of the vear, another cditorial urged that the

Soldiers of the new Iroel Deferme Forces n 1948, The paper shossed
gieat sympathy for kraels struggle as it fought for its life
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Jewish population of Poland join the etfort 1o “harness
all the forces of the anti-immperialist camp.”

An editorial on February 1, 1949, quoting the Sovict
foreign minister, warned that the establishment of
NATO constituted a danger to peace, and that the
Jewish people must not remain neutral on the issuc.
Later that month, a report on the opening session of
Israel’s parliament drew attention o the attendance of
representatives from the Soviet Upion and the other
“people’s democracics™ at the eveni, and the absence
of the Us, Yrance and England, “lest their presence be
inlerpreted as recognition of Jerusalem as the capital
of the Jewish stute™

The newspaper reflected prowing identification with
the Soviel positien in the widening Cold War, I'wo
issues in March 1949 featured the projected participation
of the Jewish Central Committee at the forthcoming
peace congress in Pagis, Elsewhere, the paper noted
the non-incinston of the {eft-wing) Mapam Party in
Tsraels new government coalition, and a ne-confidence
statemeni by the Isreeli Communist Party.

“Ben-Gurion Got Off at the ‘Independence’
Station™

While the lead article in the Muay 4, 1949, issue
reported that the Soviet Union and Poland demanded
that Isracl be admitted into the UN, and the writer
was convinced that “Israc! would be a fortress for
peace and progress in the Middle Fast,” the headline
on May 30 was critical: “Ben-Gurion Got Off at the
Independence” Station,” Le.. abandoned socialist ideals.
The issue included criticism of Ben-Gurion’s approval
of private capilal, the difficult straits of Al Hamishmar
-- the Mapam newspaper, and the dismantling of the
Palmab.

Articles in (he sumumer issues of 1949 fell into three
main categories: the rejuvenation of Jewish life in
Paland; pro-Soviet bloc “peace camp” material; and
growing denuncistion of developments in Istael,

Unemployment and lack of housing for new
immigraunts in Israel was criticized on June 15, 1949
Addressing the first national conference of the lewish
Cutture Society, the paper reported on October 17,
the minister of culture stated that only socialism
and democracy could guarantee the development of
progressive Jewish culture, while the chairman ol Lhe
United Workers Party Central Committee declared that
emigration propaganda was not in the best inlerests of
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the Fewish working population.

Reports of a plenary session of the Jewish Central
Committce held in Warsaw on November 18, 1949,
emphasized the role of Jewish communal activity
in building socialism, as wcll as the attainment of
ideological consensus vis-a-vis integration into the
DPatish state, while several participants denounced the
Zionists for interfering with the work of the Jewish
coramittees and demoralizing Jewish life in Poland
by advocating emigration. The Plecember 30, 1949,
issue opened with reports of “peace and progress™
demonstrations tn Moscow i honor of Stalin’s 70th
birthday. An atticle by Soviet Jewish writer llya
Ehrenburg on the “oppressed people of the US" also
appeared 1o the issue,

‘The issue of January 1, 1953, ran an article describing
the Ben-Gurion government in Israel as a lool of
imperialist war-mongers with a reactionary foreign
policy. The issue of January 9 depicted the situation
of the new immigrants in Israel as “catastrophic” duc
te lack of housing, and desenbed demonstrations and
protests against the Ben-Gurion government because
of 1s apathy toward the plight of the unmigrants.
A large headline on January 27 stated: “We Want
to Remain in Poland,” with the subhead: “Jews Who
Regpistered to Emipgrate to lsrael are Canceling Their
Emigration Papers,” Elsewhere in the issuc, [sracli
legislalion cncouraging capital investment in the Dead
Sea, phosphate industries was criticized as evidence
that the Israeli government was handing aver “Israel’s
natural resources to Anglo-Saxon war-mongers,™ A
table in the Jannary 30 issue showing decreased trade
between Israel and the Soviet Union and other Soviet
bloe countrics, was titled: “Israel’s Commesrcial Ties
Negate the Ilnterests of the Masses.”

A lead headline on February 3, 1950, “Military Base
in isracl Built to Combat the Soviet Union,” referred
to an idea to build a highway connecting Tstanbul
with Cairo, which would have passed through northern
[srael for 18 kilometers. The lead headline on Februury

1oe

6 was: “Israeli Reactionism Leads the Stale Toward
Fascism.” Another headline declarcd: “Police Siaughter
Demonstrators in Tel Aviv on Janvary 25" and another
stated: “Bea-Gurion Government Blocks Normal Trade
Relations with the Soviet Union.™

Five Pages for Stalin

The June 23, 1950, issue, devoted 1o the end of
the academic year in the Jewish schools, contained a
reprint froem  Pravdz ol Stalin’s essay “On Marxism
and the knowledge of Languages,” accompanied by
a photograph of the leader, which filled five pages.
An editorial on July 31 praised Soviet economic
performance, citing the Soviet Union as an example
and guide,

A large number of articles on lsrael were printed
during August 1950, including criticisim of the Israeli
government for opposing the interests of the masses,
depictions of the immigrants as being in a desperate
state, and a report that Minister of Labor Golda Meir
had attacked workers. Simultacnously, an editorial
announced that registration of Jews who desired to
emigrate to lsrael was coming to an end entirely, while
many of those whe had registered to leave had changed
their minds and wanted to remain.

A Communist Alternative

Significantly, neither of two issues that appeared during
the Jewish New Year period in Septeraber 1950 made
any reference to the holiday, in contrast to preceding
years, & hint that the end of Dos Nyeli Leben might be
near. Indeed, the last issue of the paper appeared on
October 30, 1950, informing subscribers that they would
receive Folks Sinimme {(“The Voice of the People™ —
an undisguised Commanist organ — instead.

Dos Nyeh Leben had appeared for 5 and a half
vears in 547 lssues, but, although it had been forced
to toe the party line explicitly, higher powers deemed
it redundant,
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REFLECTIONS

ON THE 60-YEAR

HISTORY OF

“THE JERUSALEM POST”

ALEXANDER ZVIELLI

‘The Palestine Post, which in 1950 became The Jerusalem
Post, was born shortly after midnight on December
i, 1932, The birth pangs lasted all night, for the
old, flat-bed printing machine was a bit rusty, and
Gershon Agron (Agreonsky), the FPosts founder and
first editor, insisted on perfection. Fhe run was 1,200
copies and the price 10 mils. The original intention was
to print only 800 copies, but Agron was an optimist
and had increased the number at the last minule.
The great Depression was still worldwide. On the
previous day, the Post reported from Cairo, hundreds
of American demonsirators had started a hunger march
to Washington in anticipation of the opening of the US
Congress on December 5. In Jerusalem, unemploved
printers werc happy to be given work, The risk of
producing & new newspaper was high, but Agron was
determined to produce an exemplary newspaper, in
Hnglish, in the Holy City.

At the end of the long night of the first
printing, Agron was satisfied. He had lurned the
Post’s predecessor, 1The Falestine Bulietin, into a
moderately inexpensive, modern, progressive, Eurcpean-
style newspaper. He had thus faunched an cxperimental
vehicle for better Jewish-Arab-British understanding.

A Zionist Goal

Agron was well aware that the 12 Palestine pounds
earned by the sale of the first number would hardly
cover the cost of his new enterprise. He also knew

that, for ihe time being, his reading public would be
limited and the advertising ficld restricted. But like
the whole Yishuw (the Jewish community in Dalesting)
during those tough days, be set his sights high and
hoped for the best

Gershon Agron, founder and fwst editor-in-chiet
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For many long years, he had cherished the vision
of bringing news, information and ideas to the ever-
growing English-reading public in Eretz Yisrael and
abroad. He hoped and the future was to prove him
right  that correct and precise information would win
the hearts and minds of even the most sophisticated
rcaders. He aimed at the predominantly unfriendly
officials of the British Mandatory administration, as
well ax at the local Arabs, the many foreign residenis,
and the increasing aumber of tourists, pilgrims aned
local ctiurch leaders.

In pgeneral, he sought (o promote a  fuller
understanding of, and a4 deeper affection for, the
ancient land of Israel and its ancient people. He fought
for Zionism and the aspirations of the Jewish peaple.

The first issue of the Post duly acknowledged the
generosity of a number of public-spirited people, hoth
in Eretz Yisrael and abroad, whose contributions had
madc this feat possible. Agrons hopes were fully
justified. Within the first year, the daily circulation
reached aimost 4,000 copics, 300 of which were sent
by train to Cairo. On April 26, 1934, the Post issued
its first major supplement, celebrating the opening of
the Levant Fair in Tel Aviy,

Agron did neot pay his backers dividends, hut
resclved thai the time was ripe for further investment,
improvement and expansion, as the paper had won
universal acclaim as an objective, informative and
professional vehicle,

It ix a great pity that when the Post was bombed
on February 1, 1943, all of Agron’s correspondence
and personal memoranda wenl up in smaeke, so that
the most important evidence of the Posts, Agron’s and
the Yishuv's struggle against the increasingly hostile
British administration was lost. But from other sources
we learn that the Posts steadily growing influence
and editorial commentary helped facililaic many of the
Yishuv's undertakings.

The paper successiully fought the Mandatory officialy’
lack of understanding and frequent obstruction. While
the influence of the Hebrew press in such matters
was limited, the Fosts message carried great weight,
both at home and abroad. Agron was on a first-name
buasis with many British officials, and aimost all the
Jewish Apgency workers, and brought them together
at Friday night gatherings at his home. Often, it was
the Posty behind-the-scenes intervention that secured
the fulfillment of Yishuv demands in the fields of
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immigration, settlement and the cconomy,

The Post grew together with the Yishuv, and the
Yishuv grew together with the Post, and the two
cooperated  happily. Both the High Commissioner
Office and a sizable number of British MPs had
a special respect for Agron’s local and interpnational
connections.

Agron was eminently suited for his post, but he was
also called upon to spend a great deal of his time and
energy on services for the Yishuv, the Haganab, the
Jewish Apency, the Zionist movement, the Histadrut
and the precursors of the Labor Pariv. Onr such
occasions, Ted Lurie, assistant editor, frequently took
over. The two men differed greatly in character and
approach, but both served the paper well und increased
its palitical importance.

The Young Agronsky

Uershon Agronsky's story, like that of so many other
Isracli pioncers, began in Russia, He was born in
December 1894 in the little town of Mena in the
province of Tchernichov. He studied at a yeshiva and
might perhaps have become & rabbi had not the Tsarist
pogroms of 1905 driven his whole family across the
seas fto T'hiladelpha. Gershon’s npative Yiddish and
rich Hebrew remained with him for life, but he soon
made FEnglish his daily language. Still, he began his
Jjournalistic career in Yiddish, working for eight dollars
a week at the Yiddishe Welt. Fventually he became
managing cditor of the daily Yiddishe Folk.

During World War I, Agron volunicered for the
Jewish Legion. He fought in Palestine together with
Izhak Ben-Zvi and David Ben-Gurion, both of whom
became his friends. On demobilization, he decided to
remain in Eretz Yisracl for good. He often joked that
he would rather live in Jerusalem and miss New York,
than live in New York and miss Jerusalem.

Agran started his career in Hretr Yisrael with (he
Press Bureau of the Zionist Commission and then
became editor of The Palestine Bulletin, He also served
as a correspondent [or various foreign journals, and
it was in this capacity that he developed a working
partnership with Ted Lurie. He discovered Lurie to be
an indefatigable worker who also had some [inancial
backing, and thus secured his services {or The Palestine
Post project. (Jucob Lurie, Ted father, became Post
shareholder Number One}




Agron and Lurie cooperated well at the budding
Post and as reliable sources and contributors for the
Central News Agency in London, the London News
Chroaicfe, the Columbia Broadcasting System of New
York, the Associated Press and other important world
news media, Thus they wielded considerable influence,
which they used carefully on various occasions. For
crample, they were instrumental in obtaining entry
visas for many German Jewish journalists escaping
from Hitler’s regime,

The Posts editorial policy was extremely simple:
Agron demanded a fair approach, objective reporting,
informed criticism and a helpful attitude. He stood for
firm support for the Zienist cause and for law and
order. His concept was that objective reporting did not
necessatily imply sitting on the fence; it meant taking
a stand on major issues.

As a card-carrying member of the Mapat Party, on
whose ticket he was elected mavor of Jerusalem in
1955, he fully supported the Labor movement. To those
who openly or by devious means sought to obstruct
the policies of the Jewish Agency: to the increasingly
hostile Mandatory adminisiration; and to those anxions
1o respond to Arab attacks with violence, he promised
farr presentation of their views and activities, bul no
other ¢ncouragement.

In sclecting the members of his board of directors
and his editorial staff, Agron showed himself to be 2
master of public relations. He welcomed such diverse
personalities ag Henrietta Szold, the Zioaist leader, and
Norman MchLean, the Church of Scolland moderator.
On the staff, Reuven Shiloah. the Yishuv activist, and
Bishop Danby, translater of the Mishna, had their
contributions printed side by side. The Post became
— and continucd thus for more than five decades
a practical university of journalism for new arrivals,
chiefly from English-speaking countries. (Fater, Agron
referred to his paper as an “Anglo-Saxon ma abara,” or
immigrants’ camp.) Many of them were later to make
thelr names 1w varlous parls of the Western world.

Eliahu Elath, Walter Laqueur, Arthur Koestler,
Martin Agronsky and many other future writers and
Jewish leaders in Esetz Yisrael and abroad worked at
the Post at one time or another, Agron also extended
special cooperation and assistance to East European
Journalists who fled Nazi persceution.

Qesher No. 12, November 1982

Ted Lurie, second editor-in-chief

A Historical Record

The old volumes of the Post stacked up in its
archives and on microfitm tell us in greal detail abowl
the day-to-dav hie of the Yishuv. They describe the
diffieult duys of the Arab disturbances which began in
1936. They quote the House of Commons debates un
the Palestinian issue and on the policics of the Colonial
Office which led to the publication of the infamous
White Paper of 1939, himiting Jewish settlement and
immigration to Eretz Yisrzel,

On Scptember 4, 1939, the Pos: marked Britain's
eatry into World War II. From 1940 on, the paper
demanded the right of Jewish voluntcers to serve with
the British forces. On September 18, 1940, it appealed
to its readers for financial help for Britains war effort
and raised some £30,000 for the Royal Air Porce. In
1943, after the formation of the Palestinian volunieer
units serving with the British Army, the Post appealed
for volunteers. Nol only that, 12 workers from the
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Post’s permanent stafl volunteered o serve with these
units.

Throughout the war, the paper supported the
Alded war ceffort wholeheartedly, following David
Ben-Gurion’s policy announced at the outbreak of
hostibiies: “We will fight the war as it there were no
White Paper, and will continue to fight the White
Paper as if there were no war.”

But between the lines, one could feel the bitterness
toward the Mandatory administration for the exceulion
of Shicme Ben-Yosef, the Young Betar activist who
was senlenced to death for having fired on an Arab
bus; for the implementation of the White Paper, which
would practically stop immugration by 1944: and for
courting the Arab nationalists at the Yishuv's expense.

The Post was very popuiar with the members of the
Allied forces who passed through Palestine on their
way to the Western Desert or who spent their leave in
the country. The paper was so successful in carrying the
Zionist message to the British, Australian, American
and other servicemen, that the British started publishing
their own English-language publications in Cairo and
distnbuting them throughout the whole Middle East.

O the Post % tenth anniversary, Agron flew Lo Turkey
to gather information about the Jewish situation in
Nazi-occupied Eurcope, and was thus able 1o repont
on the Struma trugedy In which a bout with Jewish
refugees sank after being turned away {rom Palestine
by the British.

The Struma and the reluted Patria disasters happened
at a time when the Yishuv was contributing so much to
the Allied success. Yet the Post continued o support
the Allied war effort. One of the examples of this
attitude was the enlistment for army service of Lea
Ben-Dor, a leading Post newspaperwoman, who served
48 a driver at British headquarters in Cairo. She was
later to become the paper’s third editor.

Meanwhile, the Post prospered. On D-Thay it sold
a record 49999 copies. 1t welcomed the eleciion In
Britain of the Labor government, on which it laid
great hopes for the future, After ali, the Yishuev had
provided some 30,000 volunteers for the British forces
and had served the Alhes well

Rut it scon became obvious that the British had
ne intention of changing the White Paper policy, and
the newspaper joined the entire Yishuv in the struggle
for free immigration. Particularly painful were the
articles about the tragic fate of the Holocaust survivors
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languishing in the displaced persons’ camps in Europe
and barred from joining their brothers and sisters in
Eretr Yisrael.

On July [0, 1947, the Post was punished for
publishing reports oun  the problem of “ilicgal™
immigration on the grounds of contempt of court
Post employees found it increasingly difficult to gei to
work because of British military activitics in Jerusalem.
Distribution was [requently disrupted by curfews and
there were nwmerous instances of workers with valid
passes for night work being atiacked by army or police
patrols. But it was precisely in those days that the Post
continued to provide vital information (o the whole
world. It coastantly outsmarted the censorship, and
continucd to accuse the authorities of crude viclations
of the terms of the Mandate, Post articles and editorials
were widely quoted in the world press.

Semi-official Spokesman for the State

There can be little doubt that the Posts leading
articles and bhackground storics greatly influenced the
attitude of the British-American and United Nations
commissions of inguiry which arrived in Palestine
to study the sitwation and make recommendations
on the Jewish-Arab conflict. The Post could thus
proudly celebrate the UN vote of November 30, 1947,
preclaiming the Yishuv's right to its own state. It was
from this date that the Post became regarded as a
semi-official spokesman of the future siate. Tis offices
were crowded with foreign journalists and observess,
No Jewish Agency communique or eofficial Mandatory
administration leallet could be compared with the
newspaper’s live coverage.

Both  British  officials and the Arabs became
inereasingly aware of the Past's importance. On the
night of Sunday, February 1, 1948, a group of Arabs
arkl British soldiers bombed the Post, causing many
casualties, three of them fatal, and turning the building
into a smoking ruin, Nevertheless, with the help of
several other Jerusalem presses, a double-sided cdition
appeared next morning,

Agron soon bad to make the momentous decision
whether to continue o preduce and print his paper in
Jerusalem or move to Tel Aviv, where he was offered
excellent conditions and facilities. In spite of grave
financial difficuliles, for circulation fell to some 2,000
copies daily and there were few advertisemenis, Agron
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The Palestine Fost building was borabed by Arabs assisted by British suldiers, Febroary 1, 1948

did not hesitate. He decided that whatever happened,
the Posts future would continue to be bound up
with Jerusalem and that a oew press belonging to
the PPost would be bullt within the rented, partiaily
destroyed premises. Ilis magic wand — hix friends and
supporters, Jewish and Gentile, spread all over the
gtobe — responded splendidly, sending not only letters
of support but practical assurances and promises that
helped him keep the Post alive. The paper continued
to suffer heavy tosses dwring the War of independence,
and once it had to appear in stencil form duc o cuts
in the clectric current. With Jerusalem cut off from the
rest of the country, a special edition was printed in
Tel Aviv on the night of Saturday, May 16, 1948. The
next morning’s edition of the paper was prepared with
its largest-cver headline: “The Stale of Israel Is Born.”

Other Postheadlines from those distant days tell us all
about the sicge of Jerusaiem, the heroism and sacrifice
of the convoys trying to reach the beieaguered city, the
breakthrough of the Burma Road, the capture of Lod
and Ramle,

No sooner was the War of Independence over then
Agran asked Ben-Gurion a pertinent question: “Now,
in our own Hebrew state, s an English-language paper
needed anymiore?” Ben-Gurion’s answer was curt: “Now
more than ever before!” Agron oaly smiled, tor he
thought of the state of the paper’s finances with the
departure from the couniry of a large part of s
readership —~ the British. Within a few years, however,
the paper, renamed The Jerusalem Post o 1950, and
by then a foreign-language daily in a Hebrew-speaking
state, had heeome firmly established again, It continued
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Two commemorative issues, 1947 and 1948:

to provide the most important and relizble information
for foreign representatives stationed in lIsrael and in the
Near East, as well as for toarists wishing to learn more
about the country. It also faithfully scrved the many
thousands of [sraelis who simply liked the paper for
what it was. I the Post was making very little money,
and advertising was siill scarce, there was by now a
new baby: the well-equipped printing press which soon
proved to hc one of the most efficient, especially 1n
foreign languages, in the country. Job-printing carried
the Post during the most difficult times, cnabling it,
for example, to carry on as an independent newspaper
during the prolonged crisis which followed 1he Sinai
campaign of 1956, Patience and perseverance paid off.,
At the beginning of the 1960s, circulation reached some
20,000 daily and 50,000 on bridays.
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establishent of the state

I {948 the Post cstablished u Hanukka Toy Fund,
soliciting  contributions from readers at home and
abroad o provide toys and other assistance for needy
childien. This highly successful enterprise was later
joined by a Forsake Mc Not Fund to assist the
elderly. Lust year, the Welcome Home Fund was added
to provide university scholarships and other help 1o
immigrants. In July 1952, a new and more modern
rotary press replaced the worn-out Duplex, and the
Post was able to increase the size of jis issue,

On December |, 1952, some 200 members of the
Post family celebrated the daily’s 20th anniversary at
Jerusatems Armon Cafe. On September 8, 1955, with
the election of Gershon Agron as mayor of Jerusalem,
Ted Luric became the paper’s second editor. In 1953,
the Postproduced a Hebrew-lunguage daily, Zmanim,



on behalf of the (now defunct) Progressive Party, with
Luric serving as editor of both papers simultancously.
Zmanim used much of the Post’s editornal material, but
i also gave a start to many young Israell journalists.
1t was a bold attempt to establish 4 pational Hebrew
paper in Jerusalem, but it folded m two years as it
wus unable to penetrate the crowded market of daily
newspapers.

in Movermnber 1939, the Post’s first Weekly Overseas
Fdition made its appearance, a surmmary of the week’s
news and background features culled from the daily
paper and magazine sections. Later renamed The
Jerusalem Post Internationul Bdition, i s edited by
Alee Tsrael today, has a circulation of 70,000, and i
sold in some 80 countiies. A French-language version
was added in 1991

Lea Ren Dor, third editor-in-chiet

Qesher No. 12, November 1982

Innovations and New Techniques

During the Six-TJay War, the Post’s circulation reached
some 33,000 daily and over 50,000 on Fridays. #t was
at about that time that Ted Lurie conceived his plan
for intreducing the new methods and techniques needed
to meet the 2lst century computerized serting and
multi-colored offset printing. Fo implement this plan,
the Post purchased is own building in the Romema
Quarter of Jerusalem. A gradual change began with the
purchiase of a modern Goss offset press in 1968, For
a short lime, the Post functioned o both the old and
the new buildings, but in December 1972, a visit by
then-Prime Minister Golda Meir to the new premises
marked the paper's transfer in s entirety.

Ari Rath, editor from 1975
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Editor Erwin Frenkel at 50th anmiversary party of the Jerusaken Fost

Ted Lurie, who died while at a conference in Tokvo
i June 1974, was succeeded by Lea Ben-Dor, who
became the paper’s third edilor, On her retirement in
August 1975, Ari Rath and Erwin Frenkel became joint
editers, with Rath also serving as managing director,

On November 21, 1977 the Post’s speaial “Welcome
Sadat™ issue beat all previous records, selling 53,000
capies. On Janvary 15, 1980, The Jerusalem Post went
on sale again in Cairo.

In 1981, Susan Bellos established the Hey There,
Yours and Student Post monthly newspapers in
casy Fnglish. The Jerusalem Post Press completed
the conversion from hot-metal setting Lo electronic
computerized setling on January 1, 1982, Ted Lurie's
bold dream was thus finally realized, The Post was
the first daily in lsrael to complete this iransition,
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Older warkers were pensioned off or given adequate
compensation and vounger ones were retrained. The
press work force was reduced considerably. Further
changes were latroduced 1 June 1937, when the Atex
¢lectronic system went into operation, The press-typing
and praofreading departments were shut down, with Lhe
number ¢f typists and proofreaders drastically rednced.
Henceforth, reporters were required to type thair own
stories into the computer.

January 1989 saw the launching of the Jerusalem Post
Information Service, now headed by Nina Keren-David.
The paper’s news archives, known worldwide for their
unique collection of news clippings and photos from
pre-state days, benefited [rom the latest technology
with the sotting up of a computerized ncws database.
While lacking some of the romunce that only faded
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Computerization af the editorial process

news clippings provide, the Post’s computerized system
is remarkably powerful, praoviding almost instantaneous
access to over 80,000 articles. A boon to hardworking
Journalists, ils datsbase can be downloaded to the
personal computers of millions of home, business
and research users through a number of international
database vendors.

In July [992.the Post joined a select band of the
worlds top papers with the release of a CID-ROM
dise. Now, the contents of two years of the Pest can
be compressed onto a single dise, resembling the morc
familiar audio counterpart, operated from a standard
PC or laptop. The Post’s range of news information
resources is complemented by a microfilm version of
the newspaper produced in Holland and the US.

The paper iz also actively invelved in nuws
syndication. Every mormng, the Jerusalem Post Foreign
Service transmits an clectronic news and feature package
to leading Jewish newspapers in North Awmerica and
lrurope, enabling them to keep their readers up 1o
date on the latest news and developments in Israel.
Recently the Post joined forces with the New York
Times Syndicate Service, bringing the paper to a truly
international audience eager for The Ferusalem Post's
unique viewpoint on lsrael and the Middle Yast. The
Book Mast is another profitable Post venture,

In April 1989, the Post’s main shareholder, the Koor
Company, which had been losing money on the paper

because of a lengthy period of overspending, sold
is sharcs to Hollinger, Inc., of Canada, represented
by David Radler and Conrad Black., This sale was
finalized on June 21, 1989, and Isracl Defense Forces
Colonel (Ret) Yehuda Levy was appomted the paper’s
president and publisher, with David Radler chairman
of the board.

The following August, a number of Post journalists
declarcd u labor dispuic and subsequently resigned,
[n MNovember, Bditor An Rath announced his early
retirement, followed by his colieague Erwin Frenkel at
the end of Javuary. The disputes and the managerial
stuft were brought to an end during the first two
months of 1991, when N. David Gross hecame editor
of the paper. Other new appointments around the same
time were David Bar-Illan, editorials editor; Jeff Black,
news editor; Avi Golan, marketing and advertising
manager; and Ronnie Friedman, treasurer. Thus, the
Post underwent a complete change in managemen! and
serior cdilorial stafl,

The new editor, who had served on the paper in
many capacities over 40 years, brought The Jerusalem
Post back Lo whal he saw as the mainstream of the
Zionist movement, the paper having in the preceding
years turned shaeply to the lett, The new management,
after a running-in period during which drastic cuts
in expenditure were made and efficiency methods
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Editor N. David Gross

introduced, turned the paper’s finances arcund and in
1992, for the first time in many years, it made an
operating profit. The paper grew in size, sales and
advertising revenue,

in a policy statement published in the Post’s 60th
Anniverary Supplement this year, Editos-in-Chief Gross
promised to continue to tell Post readers what had
happened, why it happened and what was likely 1o
happen. He said:

We do not mold the news according to our
opinions, nor do we allow others to feed us their
opinions in the form of news; we eadeavor Lo
present the rcaders with as ¢lear and as true a
picture of the world as it is, cnabling them te
form their own opinions. Our opinions are given,
clearly, we think, in our editorials, but we provide
ample opportunity for the cxpression of views
other than our own in our Opinion Pages and in
Letters to the Editor.... We see il our duty to give
our readers what they need and what they want.
Bui we are not published on Olympus. We are
part of the city whose name we proudly bear, and
of the nation whose capital it is. We feel a duty
to our country and to the Jewish people, those of
its members in Israel and those still living abroad,
While not whitewashing their fauits and errors,
we do not intcnd to assist their enemies. This is
the responsible journalism: which this newspaper
has practised for 60 years with some fapses in the
past. May The Jerusatem Post long be privileged
to be “the bearer of goed news to Zion.”
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Editor David Bar-lllan

A big day for the Post was April 15, 1991, when a new
$3.5 m. German-made KBA full-color printing press
was unveiled in a three-storey annex especialy built to
accommodate it.  The fully computerized press — the
onily one of its kind in Israel, and one of only five in
the world - can print, together with a binding machine
that was acquired simuitaneously, a 64-page tabloid
paper, -including 16 pages with full-color process. “If
we had not bought these machines,” commented Yossi
Horn, the press manager, “we wouldn't be ready for
the 21st century.” Now, at the age of 60, commented
Yehuda Levy, “The Jerusalem Post is larger and richer
than ever, This is true of both our daily in Israel
and our weekly international cditions, in English and
French, circulated around the world.”

In August 1992, David Bar-lllan was appointed
executive editor, with N. David Gross staying on as
editor until his retirement,

Throughout its long history, the Post has refused
to remain a local newspaper, even if the history,
the present and the future of Jerusalem were always
its editors’ main concern. It is through hard work
and great sacrifices that The Jerusalem Post has won
international esteem a3 one of the world’s six most
nfluential newspapers, according to a rating by the
BBC last year. Its proprictors, who own newspapers
in all parts of the English-speaking world, have shown
that they regard the Post as one of their jewels. I'hey
were willing to undertake a major reorganization of
the paper’s finances and provide substantial investment
in arder to ensure the daily’s continuned appearance for
the benefit of Isracl and the Jewish people.
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EDITORS AND WRITERS 1 KNEW AT
}  THE “JERUSALEM POST” / Gabriel Tsifroni

Gershon Agronsky, who headed the group that
acgured the Pafestine Bulletin 1w 1932 with
the assistance ol the Ziomst Fxcoutive and
the Histadrur, and furned it into the Palestine
Post, was g Ziomst pioneer who left America for
Pralestine because of an idea. On the night that the
Post was bombed by a group of British and Arab
saboteurs, many of the foreign correspondents
in Jerusalem, hurrying to Agronsky’s aid, asked:
"Why did they attack the paper?” Agronsky
replicd half-seniously: “We  at the Post are

by the Mapai Party and, winning the election,
served in that capacity until his sudden death in
E959,

Agron had = talunt for choaosing devoted
and talented staff people. One of the most
outstanding was Roy Elston, an Englishmuan
posted in Palestine by the Psychological Warfare
Branch of the War Offtice in London. He
seon began wriiing & regular column for the
Post under the name David Courtney, which
made an important contribution to the Zionist

v ! humble servants of the state that is yet to mage. [n response, the British transported an
s : be born. Mavbe they wanted to pive us frec Egypitan paper every morning for disteibution
> wortdwide publicity.” the British servicemen in Pulestine and opened
: : He was go single-minded in his devotion o the a well-eguipped press  office to combat  the
) paper, that he neglected to acquire an apartment anti-British  Posr, although they never dured

for himscl, and fived with bhig family in a rented
apartment all iy fife

His Jewish and Amencan education  were
advantageous,  as were  his professional
journalistic connections, in helping turn hiun o
“Mr. Spokesmun.” The Arab riots of 1936-39 and
the ensuing Mandatory White Paper converied
the Post into a kind of press agency that was
a meecu for foreign vorrespondents who came
to hear his views. The paper had (mmeasurable
public relations value, and Agronsky became
the Jewish Agency Political Department™s right
arm. He was particelacly ¢lose with D, Chaim
Weizmann and with Moshe Shertok,

Often stubborn and naive, Agronsky was
demounstrative in his opposition to Ben-Gurion’s
aclivist stance at the [946 Zionist Congress
in Basel, favoring Wemzmann’s and Sharett's
restraint instead. He assumed, later on, that
ke would reccive un ambassadorial post in
Washington or London, but nine was offered
him. He was, however, appoinied dircctor of
the Government Press Office. Yet Ben-Gurion
ignored him, and Agron {(he Hebraicized his
namie} resigned the post. In 19535 he was
nominated as candidate for mayor of Jerusalem

punish the Post by closing o, as they did most
of the Hebrow papers from time 1o time.

Another talented staffer was Allred Sherman,
a former Ghserver wriler who served in Britsh
intelligence  during  the war and joined the
Fost thereatier. However, he suddenly left the
paper, joined @ kibbutz, cventually left that
ioo and embraced a neo-conservative iduology,
working for the General Zionist faction in the
Knesset. Later he returoed to Beitian as a
correspondent for Ha-Aretz, became prominent
in the Conservative Party and was eventually
knighted by Margaret Thatcher,

The New York-boran Ted furic, Aprons
successor  at the Post, was his protege and
in turn served as a model for Agron’s sephew,
Martin  Agronsky, who wrole for ithe Posf
and later became s world-famous journalist.
Lurie, as Agron, was a correspondent for
several American papers and major broadeasting
networks and was a central figure in the world
of Jerusalem journalism. He represented lsrach
newspapers at foreign conferences and undertook
various assignments for the foreign and defense

Continved on page 4de
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A FREE PRESS

AND ITS ROLE IN SOCIETY

DAN MERIDOR

This address was defivered by then-Minister of Justice
Dan Meridor at the Joarnalism Studics Program

graduation ceremony at Tel Aviv University in May

{992,

A state, though It holds free elections in a regular
fashion, whose government enjoys public trust, whose
laws are binding both 1o government and to the cltizen,
whase courts are not subordinated to government —
but which, nevertheless, lacks freedom of the press,
is not a free and democratic state. A free press is 4
prerequisitc for democeracy, The free societies of the
West, and those that follow the same paitern, are
identifiable by freedom of the press, which they proteet
from government and other pressures and raise to a
fundamental principle distinctive of & free society.

Politicat  stability and flexibility, socizl struggie
and change, cconomic competition and development,
scientific progress and cultural ferment ull depend on
freedom of expression, which includes freedom of she
press. The centrahity and the importance of freedom
of the press in a democratic regime are axiomatic
for political and social thinkers and activists in the
free world. In many states the constitution, explicitly
or by implication, has entrenched this principle as an
inalienable fundamental right.

Freedom of the press has been established as a
{fundamental right in lsrael as well, both in its
constitutional system and in 1s social order, although
to iis shame the Knesset still fails in fulfilling the basic
obligation to protcet human rights and establish the
tace of society by not legislating expressly - whether
by censtitution, basic law or ordinary law — freedom
of expression, and in particular freedom of the press,
as a fundamental civil right.
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In the absence of such legislation, the void has been
filled by the Supreme Court, which, in a series of
decisions — the most prominent being that of Justice
Agranat in Kol Israel — has placed the State of Israel
among the most progressive and freest of countiies in
the world.

In a draft Basic Law: Fuadamental Human Rights,
which ! proposed some three vears ago, 1 sugpested
that “frecdom of thoughl and expression, as well as the
freedom to publish opinions and nformation publicly
inn any fashion™ {section &} be established as 2 havic
civil right. Jointly with MK Amnon Rubenstein and
the chairman of the Constitution, Law and Judiciary
Committee, MK Uriel Linn, several sections of the bill
became Basic [.aws during the constitutional reversal
in the Knesset toward the end of the last session.
These included freedom of vocation; the right to life,
individual integrity and preservation of human dignity;
freedom of entry to and exit from the country; and
the protection of privacy and the private domain
Regrettably, freedom of expression has not yet gained
the protection of a Basic Law, I hope this deficiency
will be remedied in the nexi Knesset,

The People Determine Their Destiny
Where does freedom of the press stem from? Why do
we uphold it and protect it?

The first answer lies in the further guestion: Why
not? Why should there not be freedom of the press?
Freelom of the press is one aspect of freedem of
expression. The basic premise of democracy is that
fundamental human rights — including freedom of
expression — are not conferred by the state. Man is,
so to speak, born with these rights; they are vested in
him and cannotl be taken away except for proper cause




and only 1o the extent nceessary. A person has the
innate right Lo express himself, to say his piece this
includes the right to listen to others - and no evidence
need be produced for its cxistence. Whosoever would
restrict it bears the burden of prool. The democratic
state wos created and cxists for the individual, and not
the other way around. The individual has the right to
have his say as he wishes. A person deprived of this
right s not a whole person; his right te self-fulfiliment
is denied.

Indeed, a democratic regime is recognizeable not only
by its governmental institutions, elections and majority
rule, but primarily by the centrality and the gquality
of the individual. Society must enable the individual
to sustain his autonomy and protect it vis-a-vis other
interests and values, In this regard, freedom of the
press exists as part of freedom of expression and is
to he protected as an inalicnable element of personal
freedom —- the freedom of the individial about which
John Stuart Mill wrote in his essay “On Liberty.”

Yet we uphold and protect freedom of the press
not only as part of the freedom of the individual —
his freedom of expression -~ but also because of the
essential role of the press in a free and democratic
society, For these rcasons, protection of freedom of the
press extends very far.

From the point of view of the individual’s autonomy,
there is seemingly no reason in principle 1o prevent
the regime from interfering with and limiting regulating
freedom of expression. After all, we are dealing with
activily that is not confined Lo the private domam but,
on the contrary, is directed at influencing others and
even society as a whole. However, in view of the role
of the press in a democralic society, it would seem
advisable to restrict state intervention in freedom of
the press to a minimum.

In a democratic society, the people determine their
own fate, choose their own representatives, crilicize
them, demonsirate against them and replace them. To
do all this, the people must, first and foremost, know
the relevant facts, hear differing views, and deal with
issues that they consider worthy of attention, and on
this basis determine their position in support of or
opposition to the regime in office at any given time,
for example, by voting in clecilons,

Thus, the free flow of information and the free
competition between ideas are basic to the existence of
democracy. The flow of information and the exchange
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Dan Meridor

of views is made possible primarily by the media. The
lurger the population of the state grows, the morc
complex the issues to be debated and resolved become;
and the more representative and Jess centralized the
demiocracy, the more important the media is to the
very existence of democracy.

If freedom of the press does not lead to the free flow
of information but to the distortion of reality in the
pitizen's mind, then a basic principle of democracy —
knowledge of the facts in order to make up one’s mind
and arrive at a decision - will have been sacrificed in
the name of that other principle of democracy, frecdom
of the press. The press, therefore, has been given
the supreme obligation of providing the public with
information that is rehable and trustworthy, without
concealment, distuption or distortion.

‘Thus, we are not dealing only with the right of the
individual to express an opinion and disseminate his
vicws — a nght which is his hirthright —- but with the
rofe that the press plays in democratic society.

Ethical Rules

In defining the activity of the press as fulfilling a
public role, we are not simply paying it compliments or
conferring privileges on 1t or granting it protection {tor
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example, journalistic immunity). Like any other public
service, the press has obligations as to the manner
in which it fulfills its role. 7t must be even-handed
and credible and indeed maintain a high professional
standard,

the journalist must be open to criticism regarding
his editorial and publishing decisions, his professional
standards, credibility and fairness. A press  that
disseminates a slanted report, for political, commercial
or personal counsiderations or out of carelessness,
presents  the public with a distorted, or even
completely false version of reality, Without well-
grounded information, the citizen cannot cast his vote
rationally. The press has the abligation Lo report
tatters as fully and as scrupulously as possible.

The public function of journalists also dictates the
ethical rules that govern them and they should ahide
by them scrupuiously. They are not doing any favors
to the public, nor is it simply a question of a nicety
among cultared people, but the obligation of public
figures whom we call journalists in serving the public.

Restrictions on the press that are imposed externally
are, 10 my mind, undesirable, and I have indecd on
various occasions blocked cfforts to harm the freedom of
the press, legislatively or otherwise. Nevertheless, there
can be no yuestion that, like any other fundamental
right, freedom of the press is not supreme and without
restriction It is related to the values and interests of
others, of society and the state, and & corrcet balance
must be found between all these elemcnts, We may
recall a person's right to good rcpute (the Law of
Defamation), and to privacy {the Basic Law in that
regard), as well as maticrs relating to the security of
the state and public law and order {the Penal Law).
The Supreme Court has ruled that only the grave and
highly probable danger of serious and severe damage to
state security or public order will justify suppression of
freedom of expression. Even in such extreme cases, we
would generally prefer post facte action (after criminal
or civil proceedings) ta anticipatory action preventing
publication.

It is often easier for the authorities to act secretively
and avoid interfercnce by the media. There is g very
natural mnclination on the part of those in power to
iry and restrict investigalion by the press. But the task
of government is to rule and the task of the press Lo
convey information. In the event of conflict, it is not
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government which should be the final arbiter, but the
COUTLS,

A Pseudo-Dilemma

Public figurcs, government ministers, members of
Knessct both of the coalition and the opposition. as well
as persons with cconomic interests have learned how
to exploit the media for their own professional ends,
Hence, inter alia, they employ spokespersons, media
advisors and public relations officers. Lhese indecd
have proliferated greatly of late. This too threatens
Lo hecome a secious obstacle to journalists, and they
must be wary of it. 1t is very easy to be satisfied with
officially conveyed malerial, background hriefings or
leaks by a spokesperson without investigation, When
presented in the name of a spokesperson, or that
of his superior, the responsibility for the material is
theirs. When, however it is presented much more easily
as the journalist’s, without further investigation, it is
unprofessional and perilous.

A profusion of official notices and releases inundates
the press. Whether out of carelessness or lack
ol resources and manpower, these often proceed
to publication unchecked and unverified. The same
situation confronts edilors. Even if every item were
truthful, is it honest to publish them simply because
they were submitted, thereby creating the impression
that this is all that occurred? Does that not give a
distorted picture?

I was once told — and I do not remember by
whom, so that [ disclaim responsibility — that research
conducted by the New York Timces that publishes “All
the News That’s Fii to Print,” shows that 806 of
information are items submitted by spokespersons of
various kinds. Have the interestcd parties, politicians
and husinessmen managed to outwit the journalists,
turning them into their tools against the public? This
is a serious matter which requises thought. Working
rules must be laid down by the press itself if it wishes
to preserve its credibility, professional standards and
recognition of its public calling,

On the face of it, media personnel, Journalists and
editors must sometimes choose between two conflicting
obligations — an obligation to the publisher whose
intcrest is to maintain and increase profitability, and
an obligation to the public to convey credible and
representative information and mainiain ethical rules.

I believe, however, that this dilemma is essentially
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false. It may possibly exist in the short term, hut in
the long run, even journalists cannot deceive all of
the people all of the time. The truth will come out,
provided there is a multiplicity of dispersed media that
will cnabie the eredibility and quality of each and every
medium to hecome known.

Even if I am mistaken and it does not always appear
worthwhile to the journalist or editor to maintain
fairness, credibility and professional standards, the
profit motive does not sanclily all means and ought
not be the journsalists’ and editors’ sole motive if they
fully appreciate their public role or at least value their
good name and their professional reputation,

Protecting Sources

I have dealt with the role of the press in conveying
information about the situation relevant to the voling
and critical citizen. He has the right to know the
truth, for the members of the government are in
fact his representatives and owe lmm fiduciary duty,
includirg that of disclosure. The citiren is also entitled
to know about the acts and omissions of persons not
In government whose activities affect others.

We have been waging a campaign in recent years
to preserve the moral integrity of wielders of power,
civil servants, soldiers, policermnen and eclected officials
in central and local government, This is a uniquely
vital struggle in shaping the image of government
and society in [srael. Practices that had existed for
many years and were barely criticized are now under
critical, investigative and judicial review. For example,
political appointments, 1 malignant practice that we
have known from the very beginning of the state, but
have never dealt with, has recently become a matter
of concern. Similarly, the question of funding political
parties by contributions and favors is also being dealt
with, Pertinent objective crilerin for allocating public
funds, vanceling special allocations to those not entitled,
the prohibition of “Kalanterism™ (unilateral shifting of
mandates across party lines), the duty to disclose
political agreements, interrogation by police and sceret
service - all have come under review in the last few
vears, The result may be the erroneous impression
that all these are innovatious. But in fact nonc arc
new. What is novel is the persistent investigation and
exposure, the infensity of battle against these practices.

Who is waging this war? The police, the public
prosecutor, the courts in delivering judgments, imposing
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punishments and creating precedents, the state attorney-
general in his directives, the Knesset in 115 amendments
of the law, the state comptroller’s reporis. Al these
different bodies act in the canse of duty, bui the
struggle is alse carried on by the press as well, [
is a formidable chalienge for the press to face the
government, expose its deficiencies and call for their
correction. The press has done this to a considerable
extent, but it could do moru, providing it is careful
in maintaining the guality of its work and upholding
proper ethical rules,

1 do not know whether man’s nature is indeed evil
from his youlh, but there is always the apprehension
that the wielders of power will pervert or misuse their
power and go beyond the limits permisted Fear of
exposure s incomparably potent to defer potential
offenders and preserve the intcgrity of public service.
in order to fulfill this public function  and not oaly
by rcason of the principle of freedom of cxpression

the press has been given protection from revealing
its sources, within the limitations established by the
Supreme Court (Shamgar P. in the Crtrin decision).

Decentralization of the Media

How can the flow of information — “All the News
that’s Fit to Print™ — bc guaranteed? How can we
he assured that the media will alse funclion as the
forum for the exchange of opinions and ideas? Not, of
course, by the government establishment, Even where
the government exercises influence or conirol, as with
the Israel Broadcasting Authorily, one medium is not
the sole chanoel for the flow of information tw the
public. The best way to guarantee the free flow of
all information and a wide variety of opinion is by a
multipticity of media and divided control.

At present we in Israel are in a transitional stage
regarding the electronic media, We have general
TV, educational TV, a2 commercial TV channel {in
formation), cable TV (with many channels from lsrael
und abroad), Kol Yisrael Radio, Israel Defense Forces
Radio, local radio (anticipated) and a national and
local print press in Hebrew and foreign languages.

We must guard against excessive centralization of
ownership of the various media, While the Knesset
has passed laws limiting, to some cxtent, the rights
of newspaper owners and cable concessionaires to
operate the second TV channel, T am not sure if these
Himitations are sufficicnt. We shall have to study the
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behavior of the media during this period. One possible
test is mutual media criticism: Do the media take each
other o task fair-mindedly and seriously, or is criticism
silenced because of joint media ownership?

Legislation that ensures division of media control
is usual in many countries, including the free and
democratic countries. In Israel serious strugple was
waged over this issue in the course of legislating on the
maller, in view of its public importance, That was to
be expected. However, in carryving out its public role,
the press should have given this issue full publicity and
called for incisive and serious debate (n its pages. The
fact that not all papers devoted very much space to
the mailer for a long period gives rise to the fear that
cditorial judgment, the public’s right to know, and the
relevant econonu¢ interests became mixed up.

The press itself must uphold its standards, its quality
and credibility. Sometimes it must convinee the reader
that these values are alse foremost in the nmund of
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publishers, cditors and journalists,

Rcaders’ and advertisers’ taste and moncy constitute
criteria for a paper’s success. Competition between
newspapers  alone  will not lead (o upholding
standards, quality and credibility. Sometimes short-
range considerations may lead to disregard of these
elements in arder to increase sales, prevent losses or
increase profits.

The best guarantee for maintaining high journalistic
standards is the journalist’s self-image: his view of
his profession not merely as a source of livelihood
but as a distinguished and worthy profession, and the
newspaper not merely as a source of profils but as a
vehicle for public service. All this rests in the hands of
the journalists themselves, Their success is important
not only for themselves but for Isracli society, for
the democratic regime in the state, and even for
the government which may also benefit from serious,
informed criticism,
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BETWEEN ONE
ELECTORAL
UPSET AND
THE NEXT

HAYIM YAVIN

June 23, 1992. 9:60 p.m.

The critical moment before the sample vote, A nerve-
wracking silence, this time — 1 don’t know why —
more than ever. T glance at the screens behind the backs
of the computer typists and sce the second electoral
upset taking shape in front of my eyes: Bat-Yam,
Tiberias, Dimona, the same piciure at every polling
place.

Not entirely a surprise. We knew it wecks helore
election day. An electoral upset was in the air. But
now, with everything showing up on the screens, you
can feel the clectricity. Prof. Yohanan Peres whispers
with Dr. Mina Zemabh and Prof. Camil Fuchs at
the telceast desk, ‘FThey are dropping a guarler of a
mandate, adding half a mandate, reevaluating,

Evervone is on edge. Airtime approaches like a
menacing shadow. If we're not ready in time, we'll have
to resort to an allcrnative program prepared in the
gvent of just such a situation, We practically force the
slip of paper with ihe 1992 election results from Mina's
and Yohanan's hands. Now the graphics computer has
to be fed. Two minutes to airtime.

It’s clear that there's an electoral upset. That the
Likud has been brought down. But hold on a minute.
Nol so fast. One can’t make any mistakes with this
sort of thing. [ say to Yael Chen, the editor: “We
have to open with: “Flectoral upset.” She says: “Are
you sure?” I say: “Yes, Rabin has an airtight bloc and
the Likud cant form a government. A clear electoral
upset.”
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Que minute to ten. The graphics are ready. Everything
is ready. Channel One is set to go. The tension is a
sure prescription for-a heart attack. But why, actually?
After all, this is the fifth time ['m doing this.

It's hecause this time s especially difticult, S50 much
seems to be dependent on these resuits. It's been two
days that I've been tense, which is unusual for me with
these kinds of telecasts.

The signal to start, The usual ritual: a deseription of
the studio, the telecast set-up, introducing the slection
staffs, Everyone is tense, nervous, imnpatient, trying to
figure out the results from my facial expression. But
despite the temptation, this telecast will follow the same
opening procedure as was used at the time of the first
electoral upset in May 1977

1 finish the round of staff introductions, and then
utter the loaded and binding word. Control immediately
cuts to the Labor headquarters. Celebration, singing,
dancing, Then patriotic songs, the Kind that don't allow
you to remain unmoved.

Aficrward they would tell me they could see the joy
i my eyes, And 1 - cbjective to the end would
deny it emphaticaily. The truth was, I couldn’t entirely.
Even though 1 tried, something stronger than mysell
was at work.

Maybe after 15 years it's impossible to stifle a sense
of relcase, a longing for something to change, Maybe
after 15 years onc is allowed not to be so objective.
There's a limit to balance, te objectivity for the national
good.

Fifteen years of an clectoral upset, of rearguard
restraining battles against those who did everything
they could to shut our mouths, to prostitute our
profession, to sell out what we held dear — the love of
a good broadcast — for a mess of pottage of political
expedience. Services rendered [or promotion, jobs in
¢xchange for toeing the “nationalist™ finc, Whoever
didn't accommeodate bimselt was dropped.

It all began with the cleclion telecast of May 1977
The telecast was a great success. What followed, though,
was a different story entirely.

Ft all began with Amiram Nir's, may he rest ip
peace, wooden boxes: Israel Television's sample polls.
Or perhaps it was the videe that Dian Shilion brought
from London. Here, Shilton announced ceremomousty
- look: ITN broadcasts results the second the voting
polls ciose. We'll do it too. That was how the election
sample was born. Amiram assembled a group of
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university students, scaitered 25 sample polls throughout
Smith country (Hanokb Smith, noted pollster}, and
everytling was in place,

Hanokh loved it. He was crazy about the samples,
He was rather confusing on the air, and it took «
special effort to understand his Anglicized Hebrew, but
we were both carricd away by our burning love for
election-sample nighls.

May 17, 1977

Fifteen minutes before the big electoral upset — the
first — Hanokh suddenly says he’s not ready. One of
the sample booths in the Ahuza district on the Carmel
gave “Dash” (Democratic Maovement for Change) 35
percent, and that was crazy. Ten minutes 1o ten,
pandemonium broke out. We wouldnt go on the air.
We would go on the air. Crisis in the studio. I, In
my corner, await the signal to starl. In those days the
directors took complete responsibility. For failures too.
Shillon, Arnon Zuckerman, Yizhak Iivni decide to go
on the air.

Hayim Yavin and Hanclkh Smith meview election results, 1984

I dont take any chances. {t’s only a sample, I warn
the viewers: again and again, On Yarkon Street (site
of the Labor Party headquariers) they make light of
us. Hayim Bar-Tev: Don't take this toy serlously. Let’s
wait for the true results. Others said the same thing
that night of the first sample.

The same thing was happening at the Metsuda {Likud
headquarters). Begin and Weizman werc smiling but
silent. Lels wait for the resulis because this is just a
game. But the sample was accurate. Tread accurate. The
most accurate we've ever had, And as the night turned
into morning, the celebrants became even happier and
the mourners wen! home with their taily between their
legs.

‘The “upscl” (in Hebrew, “mihapakh,” a new term)
was an expression 1 improvised that historic night.
1 was looking for a word that meant less than
revolution hul more than simply change. Indeed, quite
suddenly, Begin's [lowery style, with the pompous,
rather (rightening declarations, dominated everything,
There was oven an upset in dross — suits and ties.
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dark clothes. Suddeniy, the General Zionists and the
Revisionists were in decisive positions. Up until that
night, no onc ever umagined that anything like it could
happen - a change of regime in Israel, the downfall
of the Mua'arakh (Labor) and the rise to power of the
Likud.

Was 1 objective and balanced in the national interest?
The first two people 1 met the next day said what |
was to hear hundreds of Lunes afterward:

“What were you so happy about last night? Now we
finally kanow who and what you are!”

“Why such sad cyes yesterday? Nothing  terrible
happened, you Mapainik!”

And all T wanted to do was get through the telecast
safely, without slipping or stumbling,

Yitzhak Ben-Aharon would not come to terms with
the upscl, He sat off Lo a side in the studio and said,
simply: [1%s not possible. We won’t accept the resuits,

Some of the terrible leftists among us walked about
the corridors gloomily, downcast. What will be? They
began to talk about Begin and war. Elimelekh Ram
sald: You ask if thev'll last four years? They'll lust the
term, and then another, and then another, Zuckerman
returned in dospair, grey-faced, from the fisst mecting
of the new Broadcasting Authority council. Hard days
arc ahcad. very hard days, he said. Prof. Shlomo
Avineri said at the Executive Commitiee meeting and
al the council that freedom of expression must be
preserved now especially, but Eli Tavin, the Herut man
in the Broadeasting Authority, declared: Start getting
used 1o Lhe new stvle. And the new style was Begin at
his best, standing on a high hill, declaring: There will
be many more Elon Morehs {one of the first posit-1907
Jewish scttlements in Samaria).

‘The upset brought Yosef Lapid, Aaren Papo, Reuven
Yaron and others to the Broadeasting Authority —
all with onc ambition: lo get rid of the lefust
mafia, Suddenly we were PLO advocates, defeatists
and leftists. The law was laid down: no territories,
no Arabs, no interviews with personalities from the
territories, Settlements — yes, and Greater Tsracl —
yes,

| imagine that thers were those among us who didn't
want Lo, or couldn'l, separate their political views from
their professional work. And there were those who
exploited the screen to advance their political views.
But for most of us the stroggle was not at all political.
It was for a {ree press, for people who wanted to do
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their jobs properly, who wanted to take pride in their
journalistn and whe believed in freedom of expression,
i the rnght of the public 10 know, in true democracy.
And this was denied us. Evervihing was judged by
whether it was good or had for the Jews, according to
the thinking of Papo and Shlomo Kor.

We struggled spgainst it time and apain, first by
arpguments, shouts and accusations, and later by
sanctions, by going to the press and by protest meetings,
and finally by broadecasting strikes, slamming doors,
almost by violence. The Supreme Court recognized the
justice of our cause, which was no more nor less
how clementary than the right of the public to
know and to judge. But the Executive Committee, the
council and the Likud coalition members didn't see it
that way. “Traitors” was how M.K. Benjamin Halevi
termed us. PLO members was what they called us in
the street. There were abso threats and attempls to
sCare us,

Mainly, there were forced resignations: Ya'skov
Agnion, Zuckerman, Yaron London, Yavin — s partiad
list. And there were disqualifications — of telecasts, of
interviewees, of the treaiment of “sensitive™ subjects.
The motte was: “We won’t give over the screen to
murderers of Jewish children.” O “We won't provide
a platform for PLO supporters.” The list started with
Arabs and went on o leftists and to doves, until
anvone who wasnt in the right camp was suspect
unless proven nnocent. Cerlain plays weren™t covered,
and certain writers weren't interviewed, and “sensitive”
issues weren't discussed, and the weekly review of the
pews was Lransferred (from Friday night) o Salurday
night, and satire was eliminated. You always know
where censorship begins, but vou never know where it
will end,

1981
The pressure reached new heights 10 1981, along with
the frenzy in the city squares and the chanting: Begin,
Begin. A sense of oppressiveness was palpable in the
street as well as at work., A feeling thai this was all
there was — the nationalism, the chauvinistic pressure,
the cuiture of the city sguares, which needed 1o be
gotten used to as if to a new “people’s” culture. And
perhaps - so went a kind of rationalization - perbaps
this was rtight, natural, a reflection of the legitumate
will of “the people.” A kind of “authenticity.”

We toured up and down the country 1o tape the
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serics “The Elected.™ Peres struggled against Begin, He
didn’t have a chance in the city sguarcs against the
master of rhetoric and demagoguery. Beit-Shemesh was
rough, Petzh Tikva and Lod even rougher: In some
places we feared for our lives. After all. we wore the
despised media. One spark was all thar was needed for
them to atlack us.

We went on the air on the decisive night of June
30, 1981, our faces controlled. The election sample,
with Hanokh Smith, went well — at first. Then came
the slip-ups, when [lanokh suddenly announced that
the Ma’arakh was leading and they started singing at
{Labor) headquarters and Yisrael Peleg presented Peres
as the next prime minister of Isracl. And there was my
slip of the tongue when 1 called Arik Sharon “minister
of war.” And heforehand there was an ncident when
Begin demanded not to cut an interview of him, “and
if Mr. Yavin makes a tace, let his face stay that
way,” and Yossi Sarid asked if Begin intended to bring
in the Likud toughs to make my face crooked., And
there were Dudu Topaz's {a well-Known entertainer)
“tehabtchahim ™ (slang for vuigar people), and the birth
of the new leadership of the Sephard: sector.

“The Elceted,” an eight-part series, showed the social
and political rovolution that had changed Israel, with
David Levi, Meir Sheetreet, Moshe Katsav and David
Magen. [t wus a profound change, not only political
but also social and cultural. And on the oppaosite side,
it appeared that the labor movement had come to the
end of the road, unable to go on unless it underwent
a radical internal revision. The Likud strengthened its
grip on the country’s body and soul. But the media

- especialty the Broadeasting Authority — didn’t give
in and stood fast in rchellion. On several oceastons
Begin said 1o me bitterly: We agreed to a Broadcasting
Authority thal wouldn't be under governmenial controt,
but not to an anti-government authority.

The Likud put the blame on the people that 1t itself
had appointed to lead radio and TV, Onee, in 2 meeting
of the government on the Broadeasting Aothority
budgei, Begin blurted out; Lapid’s appointment was
a mistake. Becausc the more they iried to satisfy
the government, the more the governments appetite
yrew fur tullor-made broadeasts, for TV that was an
instrument of its masters, an “information™ instrument

and that was too much even for Lapid. To his
credit, Tapid gave Instructions to “go all the way”
in reporting the slaughter at Sabra and Shatilla, And
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reporter Plan Semama broadeast the satirical rhyme
“Come down to us, airplane, and we’ll come back in
coffins.” 1t heeame evident that even the Likud couldn™
completely silence the volces and scenes that Romema
(the Television building m Jerusaleny) broadeasted, no
matter what.

From time to time we scored a victory in points, but
the warriors grew tired and one by one went home. The
Likud regime turned into a fact of hfe. The Ma’arakh
turned into an eternal opposition,

1984

On the night of the election sample in 1984, the only
thing we wanted was for our telecast to work. But
nothing worked as it should have,

At 9:45 Smith announced that we couldnt go on the
air because according to the sample, Mordecar Ben-
Porat {leader of 4 onc-man party} hud gotten three seats
in the Knesset, which wasn't logical, so apparently there
was a breakdown in the sample. Pandemonium broke
out. Executives, dircetors, producers, news managers
were all aver the studio 1 a terrible state of confusion.
There’s no sample. There was an ungodly tumuolt.

What do we do? Five minutes Lo ten. And then,
Yavin bangs on the table and announces: “We're poing
on!” The feorce of the bang silenced everyone. They
horried to their places and the tclecast was on the air.
To this day | don’t understand how 1t worked,

We went on the air without results, playing for
time with the infroductions to the party clection stalfs,
driving the country crazy as it waited to hear who
won amd who lost. Evervone was on 'edge, hoping that
Hanokh's sample would revive itself. Finally, after a
half-hour’s delay, the results came through, and, as
expected, 1t was victory for the Likud.

What is important in a telecast Hke this, of course, i
exhaustive concentration, both mental and physical. It
is a difficull telecast that lasts for 12 hours consecutively

and nvolves preat responsibility — a sense of fates
being sealed. The opening three sentences are printed
before you — sl the rest iy one long improvisation,

managing a program that takes a whele night. It’s very
mportant not to say something tactless or insuliing.
it’s very important to be fair to cveryone, winners and
losers alike. Above all, it’s important to coneentrate
and to make things interesting — serious, but with a
bit of show — o grasp as carly as possible who won
and what the dimensions of the victory, the loss or




What wasn't TV accused of 7 A demomstration against TV “Weel
propaganda for the Left”

the draw are, to grasp who will form a coalilien with
whom, and what the social and political significance of
the results are.

All this is difficult technically because the medium is
s0 saturated with statistics, techmques, esthetics and a
great crowd of staff people running about, One mishap
van foil everything. Even though vou aren’t responsibie
for the production components, nor are you the editor
or the producer of the show, you ate the showease,
The last stop. Anything that goes wrong, that slips,
you’re left holding the bag.

1992

Actually, as T wrile this article, 1 tind myself stuck as
to how to begin the first chapter of the “second upset”
----- the election campaign of 1992 — but T can reeall
how 1t all began.

“The Elected” in 1981 was a project conceived by
Thrector-General Yoset Lapid for the outgoing news
director — Yavin — who would document the election
campaign, However, the election law prevented it from
being scrcened at that time. The eight parts of the
series exposed the political and social scene in Israel —

in Review" program, with the sign; "The Waek in Review — slection
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the real revolution that teok place in the country at the
crid of the 1970s, the decline of the labor movement,
the rise of the “sccond lsruel” Begin’s viclory over
Peres and the accompanyving vielence in the squarcs,
the domination of Israeh socicty by the culture of the
right.

Now, in preparing “The Elected” number two, we
are attempting to sketch in the outlines of the second
electoral upset. Even ar the start, when we began
shooting in Mayv 1992, a month and a half before
election day, therc was a sense of clectoral upset in
the air. 1 daresay that many Likud people themselves
secretly hoped for a change, sensing that the situation
couldn’t continue. After all, M. K, Michael Eitan {Likud)
categorically demanded of Yitzhak Shamir to resign.

1 myself saw the change taking place in the field.
The list of people who were disappointed with the
Likud was growing longer. A sense of longing was
in the air, wide as the sea. The outcry Swept over
the microphone and the camera. It was not just a
political cheice between the Likud and Labor, 1t was
an cthical choice. Embittered youung people sitting on
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sidewalk rmbings spoke up. How long must we be out
of work, the development towns cried, when millions
are heing speot i the territories? There was a sense of
alienation and disgust. The regime, in its hidden rooms
in Jerusalem, with its car telephones and Volvos and
frips abroad, has forgotlen us. The Likud. for which
we sactificed ourselves all those vears, has cut itsell
off from wus. Instead, the Likud alumni said, we got
the “seventhy™ farce (2 system devised by the Likud for
choosing its candidates) with the shame of the lust for
power and the deals and the intrigues displayed for all
the world to sce, And what they did to David Levi,
and what Dawd Levi did to them. And the corruption,
and the special funds, and the yeshiva students who
don’t serve In the army.

The answer o all this came in the person of
Yitzhak Rabin, who was always a certain kind of
idol for the masses, and with him the fresh faces
that emerged from the Labor primaries: Avigdor
Kahalaai, Binvamin Beu-Eliezer, Efrayim Sneh, Dala
lizik, Shimon Shectrect, Hayim Ramon and the others

and, of course, Avrum Burg, the leader of the
struggle against the ultra-Orthodox,

Suddenly, Lord Acton’s remark that cvery regime
corrupts, but an absoclutist regime corrupts absolutely,
hecame erystal clear. Thus, Raful {Raphael Eitzn)
quadrupled his elecioral strength, and Meretz won a
significant victory. The state acceeded to the will of
the voter and made a 180 degree turnaround. The vote
was more than the victory of candidate Rabin over
the Likud's anti-candidate Shamir, sunk in inlernecine
strife; it was @ massive protest against the loul walers
that had mired the state since the first electoral upset.

Yes, the voter told Yitzhak Shamir, ¢learly Eretz
Yisrael is very important, bul what about our agenda,
what about our security, what about our children?

On the horizon, perhaps a new, ditferent day. Perhaps
the peace so longed for; perhaps, truly, a change in
priorities that would place the individual, the human
being, ai lhe top of the national agenda, our foremost
concern.

Do vyou, perhaps, remember what brought the
Ma'arukh down during the first upset i3 years ago?
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Voting patterns, photugraphed from the TV election sample, Juna
23, 1992

Wasn it a similar scenario? Hadnt the Ma’arakh
regime become too haughty, cut off from the people,
failing in the areus of securnty, social issues and the
ceonomy, making no progress toward peace? A regime
that inspired despair in the country? Hadn't we been
there before?

One thing had changed: There was & first electoral
upset and there was a second clectoral upset. in both,
the regime had become rotten, disconnecied from the
people, unable to conceive that it could be brought
down in free and democratic elections — and it was
brought down. Today, it's clear to everyone that the
will of the voler isp't simply an empty phrase. The
voter takes note and remembers.

Having delivered the news about the first and the
second clectoral upsets, T opt for & smile in the face of
the promise of a new dawn. it is, in essence, a reflection
ol the feelings of many who wish for redemption, peace,
security, justice and prosperity, exuctly as the voters
did during the first upset, in May (977,

And untif the pext smile, let us move on to the rest
of today's news,
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ISRAEL RADIO: “MI YITZHAK” (“WHICH YITZHAK,”
OR “WHO WILL LAUGH”) / Shalom Kital

I.ike the recent Israeli elections themselves, the coverage
of Lhe elections was ventered oo the personalities, and
was also gimmicky. as the Hebrew jingle hidden in the
title above suggests, (Made up by lsrael Radio staffers,
it is a play on yirzhak — both candidates” first name,
as well as a word that means: will laugh.)

Israel Radio viewed its main task on election mght
as broadcasting reliable information as fust as possible,
A total of 2] broadcasting crews were positioned at
the headguarters of cvery poelitical party with the aim
of conveying both information and atmosphere. Afier
a two-month diet of restricted broadcasts because of
stringent pre-clection rules, it was a pleasure to air
opinion, conjecture and debate.

Fven though election night is essentially a television
night, the later thc hour, the more listeners tune in
to the radio, both in their cars and at home. Israci
Radio coverage was beamed throughout the world, and
from all reports elicited great inlerest. A (ranslaled
update in four languages — Engplish, French, Russian
and Amharic — was broadcast every two hours for

the benefit of new immigrant lsraclis, Listeners were
invited to participaic in an election night “lottery™ by
guessing the closest results, and were also asked to call
in and air their reactions to the clection results as Lhe
night progressed. The “morning after,” however, was
the teal province of the radio, with a focus on the
composition ol the new coalition,

Although the ban on medis exposure of politicians
and others during the clection peniod had been reduced
from 150 dusys to 60 days, the problem posed by
restricting a modern news medium in a democratic state
was not eliminated. Objectivity and balance in news
presentation during this period could be maintained
without such a draconian measure. In fact, the exposure
of the public during this period soleiy to explicit election
propaganda devised by the parties is a distortion of
the demaovratic process rather than a coatribution to it
Ultimately, any time there iz a confluence between an
interesting event and a curious, tarr-minded journalist
or broadeasler, the public benefits.

ARMY RADIQ: ELECTIONS FROM THE FIELD / Uri Paz

Election night in Israel belongs entirely to the medium
of TV. With the cxcepiion of soldiers in the {ield,
drivers, hospital personnet and the like, who have no
alternative but to tune in to the radio, everyone waiches
the results on TV. Only after the election sample has
been telecast and the reactions screened, does radio
hegin to play a role.

However, if television's advantage les in the election
sample, radio’s advantage is its mobility — its capacity
to get anywhere quickly using portable eguipment.
‘This dynamism allowed the listener to  participate
in the exciting moments of election night from many
perspectives, and to hear the immediate, telling reactions
of the protagonists.

The electoral uopset of (992 was not just &
governmental upset — it was also a communications
upset. The press, and especially the electronic media,
played a central role in the contest between the two

major partics. At the same time, in the course of
becoming famillar with the symbiotic political-media
relationship, the media people had matured, become
niore cautious, learned to cxereise greater restraint.
The electronic media in lsragl, which are
public/state bodies - unlike the print media - are
subject to severe rostrictions in covering Lhe clection
campaign. The most draconian and anachronistic of
these restrictions is the one that bans the exposure of
persons or subjects that could influence the clection
and thus be defined “election propaganda.” Curiously,
the law itsclf does not explicitly cile radio as subject to
this restriction, although the radio in fact has accepted
the burden of the law. The law does ban broadcasting
the voices of the candidates for 30 days hefore clection
day, leading to the absurd siuation where news quotes
are rcad out by the reporter n the candidate’s name.
How do TV and radio function under the restrictions
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of this law? The essential problem is in defining the term
“news valug,” as opposed to “clection propaganda,”
and the only solution, as instructed by the commander
of Army Radio, is to apply common sense in each
case.

The time has come for an individual or body to
initiate the legistative process to annul this law, which
has only the most tangential relationship to freedom
of speech and expression in a democratic siate,

“MA’ARIV”; THE TRIAL POLLS PREDICTED
THE ELECTORAIL UPSET / Ya’akov Erez

In May 1992, a month and a half before the elections in
Israel, the daily Maariv launched a project to moaitor
the voter preference of various groups by setting up
four trial polls at central locations, The first group to
be polled was soldiers, with the polls positioned next to
the sports stadium in Tel Aviv where large numbers of
soldiers - mostly combat soldiers — get lifts to their
hascs, Most of the soldiers were glad to cooperatie, and
the results of 946 voles were astonishing: Labor received
3195, Meretz {a left-of-center composite party) 216,
and Likud 17.5%. The two left-wing parties combined
received a majority of 62 of the 120 mandates.

The scent of an electoral upset was in the air.
Meanwhile, the composition of the post-clection issue
of the paper was planncd. A major problem was the
restrictive  1:00 a.m. print deadline, which left little
time for nationwide coverage in view of the 13:00 p.m.
closing of the polis.

The second group to be polled was new immigrants,
and the four polls were set up outside the Ministry of
Immigrant Absorption in Tel Aviv, in Hebrew-language
teaching centers and at a “Fun Day” event in Rehovot.
The 581 new immigranis from Russia who participated
in the trial poll, like the soldiers, also indicated a
decisive victery for labor, which won 56 mandates,
while Meretz won 14 mandates, the Likod 18, the
immmigrants Da Party 9, and the small rightist parties a
total of Fl. A survey published by Ma'ariv at the end
of May by statisticlans Hanokh and Rafi Smith also
showed a farge advantage for Labor — 36% -— with
Likud 27%, Meretz 109 and the National Religious
Parly 4%.
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Maariv then decided that should the TV election
sample at 10:00 p.m. on clection night ndicate an
electoral upsetl as well, the paper would close early and
feature the announcement of the upset, without wailing
for final results,

The third poll was set up at the gate of the Ramat
Gan football stadium just before the national cup final
in June, with the participation of 1,100 fans. T'he
results were: Lahor over 34%, Likud 33.4%, Meretz
79, Moledet (right-wing} 7%, and Tsomet (right-wing)
6%. The sume week, Hanokh and Rafi Smith estimated
Labor at 35%, Likud 27% and Meretz 9%.

The final Maariv poll was held in  three
neighborhoods in the Tel Aviv area: Pardess Kaiz,
the Hatikva Quarter and Neveh Sharett, and the
908 participants voted 43.3% ILikud, 23.2% Labor,
570% Shas (a rcligious party), 4.7% Tsomet, and 4.4%
Pikanti (a one-man party). Although this would appear
to indicate a Likud victory, Labor stalfers were pleased

_because it showed a growing Labor vote in traditional

Likud stronghoids.

Tension ran high at the paper on election night
and the whole staff was glued o the TV. As soon
as Hayim Yavin announced the “clectoral upset of
‘92 " revealing the first evidence of the Likud'’s defeat,
Tehiva’s disappearance, Labor’s victory and Tsomet’s
meteoric rise, the staff gov to work putting the paper
together. While the firsi inclination was to use the
page-one headline: “Electoral Upset 92,” Editor Dan
Margalit ended up opting for: “Rabin,” to cmphasize
the personal naturc of the victory, with “Electoral
Upscl 927 as a diagonal banner,
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THE MEDIA AND ELECTION PROPAGANDA

A symposiwm held at the University of Haifa in June
(992 on this subject included papers presented by three
noted journahsis: Dr. Yoram Perd, editor of Davar, Uni
Avnerl, editor for 40 vears of Hua-Qlam Ha-Zeh, and
Shiomo Nakdimon, of Yedior Aharenot. lutroducing
the theme, the moderator of the symposium, Dr. Uzt

Elyada, focused on the newspaper as a formative
element in current events, and posed two questions:
What is the role of the press as a vehicle for clection
propaganda, and, converscly, how do political parties
make use of the media for their own purposes?

ELECTION PROPAGANDA IN THE BRITISH AND

THE ISRAELI PRESS / Yoram Peri

Labor leader Neil Kinnock, 1n acknowledging defeat in
England’s recent clections, attacked the media, claiming
that the evening press in particwlar caused Labors
defeat. He may have had a point. For example, on
election day, the Sur rzn an illustration on the front
page showing Kinnock in a light bulb, with the caption:
If Kinnock wins today, will the last person o leave
Britain pilease turn out the lights.

Undoubtedly, the influence of the media on election
campaigns worldwide has grown in recent years, us
compared to the influence of political parties. Young
people today have no knowledge of political meetings
at a loesl parly branch or al the workplace; the
mass media have replaced these means of reaching
voters. This change reflects the general loss of influence
of parties in Tyraell political hLle ay well and the
rise in the importance of the mass media in setting
national priorities. Moreover, with the weakening of
the ideological component of lIsracli political life, as
compared to the past, the professional aspects of media
exXposure have grown in unportance.

The press, therefore, cmphasizes the professional
communpications aspect in its coverage of election
campaigns. More space I8 devoted to the information
campaigns than to the organizational aspect of the
parties, although the latter is probably more critical in
terms of geiting oul the vote,

This frend is rather odd, because in doing so lsrael
is imitating the American model, aithough the country

is actually much closer to the Kuropean political
maodel. [srael, as most of Western Europe, has a
multi-party system, not a bi-party system, which dictates
different rules for communications, For example, the
American-style debate between the two candidates gives
the American candidate much-needed exposure in the
event that he is unknown, as was the vase with Jimmy
Carter in the 1976 campaign. The candidates in the
Israch political system, however, are old, experienced
pelitical leaders whom the public knows well, so that
debaies are redundant.

Aspects of the Lknglish model, on the other hand,
are relevant to Israel. The print media there devotes
itsell to a thorough presentation of the issues and the
party plattorms. In Israel, by comparison, coverage of
the platforms is skimpy, although ihere is a plethora
of gossip. However, the explicit positions taken by the
British papers for or against & party is a negative
aspect of their clection coverage in that it resembies
potitical propaganda, often of the crudest type.

The British electronic media fifls an  important
educational/ political role during campaigns, providing a
great number of discussions and phone-in opporiunities
and giving journalists greal [recedom of range. This
should serve as an example for the electronic media
in lsrael, which, because of an outdated law barring
coverage of political ligures before elections, has been
turned into an anti-democratic and anti-educational
element during these periods.
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POLITICIANS DRAGGED ALONG BY THE PRESS / Uri Avneri

The law in 1srael preveniing electronic media cxposure
of politicians during election campaigns, which was
passed when the writer had heen a member of Knesset,
is justified in his view. Just as the American modcl
ought not be adopted in Israel, neither is the British
model applicable. Government in Israel has unlimited
opportunities to create news svents, while the opposition
does not, and the small parties certainly do not, because,
unlike Eagland, Isracli TV i government-sponsored,
with no professional supervision. During an clection
campuaign, with the party in power fighting for its life,
this law, while ridiculous in many aspcets, s the least
of all evils.

The press actually has only minimal intluence on
the election campaign, cven if the writer himsell was
elected to the Knesset in 1965 entirely on the basis of
his newspaper’s backing, That circumstance, however,
was the exception that proves the rule, because his
newspaper, Ha-Olam Ha-Zes (“This World™), had buit
up intense loyalty on the part of ils readership over a
period of 15 years and had formulated a very specific

conceptual approach,

(enerally, however, newspapers have less influence
than they think they have. lor example, thc writer
cites William Safire’s outstanding pieces on the Lnglish
language, but his non-influence as 4 right-wing political
analyst and his proclivity to preach to the converled.

HBowever, newspapers do have influence through their
presentation of the news, for the public reads the news
seetion uncritically and believes it to be objective. This
gives newspapers a great deal of power, as they mold
the reader’s unconscious perceptions.

The press can also set national priorities, therchy
dragging the politiclans along. Most of the time,
members of Knesset formulate thetr statements and
speeches on the basis of what they read in the papers
in the morning. In cssence, they are reacting to what
the papers say. To a large extent, then, the press
dictates the political battlefield. On the negative side,
though, the Israeli press deals oo oflen with political
gossip and with media effectiveness rather than with
the issues Lthemselves,

WHAT THE MEDIA CONSUMER DOESN'T KNOW / Shiomo Nakdimon

While political reportage in the print media has
undergone a major transformation during the past
15 years, largely as a result of competition from the
electronic media, this transformation has not necessarily
hencfited the reader.

The law in Israel preventing TV and radio from
covering election-related news during the campalgn gives
the print media a certain advantage during this period,
Nevertheless, the parties continue to invest heavily in
the electioneering telecasis that are permitled by the
law, cven though wviewer interest by the public has
been low. Moreover, the influence of TV on the press
has grown so palpably, that political coverage in the
newspapers increasingly resembles the TV approach. 1t is
more phaotographic, Jess textual and it features colorful
deseriptions at the expense of detailed information.

Paradoxically, lherefore, while the press has
progressed in many arcas, it has forfeited on its
task of providing the reader with in-depth information
in the political resim,

The journalist’s job is to expose what the politician is
intergsted in concealing. Lately, however, the politicians
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have worked out a mulually beneficial arrangement with
the reporters, particularly in the area of the clection
telecasts. Whereas in the past, reporters tried in every
which way to discover details of the election strategy in
advance, during the recent elections the partics opened
up their TV campaign studios to the press, and the
newspapers were happy to fill their columns with reports
on the polilicians' reactions to each other’s telecasts.
This in itself constituted a form of weli-orchestrated
subliminal electioneering.

What was absent in the press was reports on debate
within the election stalfs, the authentic views of the
politicians and the professionals, reports on the parties’
true financial sources, and an analysis of why the major
parties avolded weological debate.

The recent elections were a kind of rehearsal for
the enactment of a law providing for direct personal
elections, slated for the next Knessel. Even without the
law, the clections focused on the two main candidates,
Shamir and Rabin, with cach party trying to magnify
the opposing candidate’s weaknesses. The Likud in
particular mounted a harsh personal attack on Rabin.
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“FROM QOUR POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT IN FRANCE”

Eliezer Ben-Yehuda’s First Political Articles

in “Havazelet” /Joseph Lang

Few Hcehrew journalists have altracled as  much
attention as Eliezer Ben-Ychuda both in his Jifetime
and thereafter. His critical and forward-looking works
consistently clicited intense reaction. Most students
of his prolific ocutput {1879-1922) have focused on
his highly innovative work in the area of the Hebrew
rational renaissance. However, there is 4 less well-known
body of some 30 articles published in the Hebrew press
before Ben-Yehoda seitled in Eretz Yisrael, including
a series of cight political articles — the “Letters
from France™ dispatched by hum from Paris to
the Jerusalem Havazelet during 1879, This material
attracted little atiention, either contemporaneously or
on the part of rescarchers, possibly because depictions
of political and soctal life in France then was of little
relevance to the Jerusalem community, while the writer's
approach, which was Francophile, was uncharacieristic
of the esscndial focus of his NIies work. Moreover,
since Ben-Yehuda's life stvle and ouilook were daringly
unconventional mn the conservalive Jerusalem milicn, he
had many opponents who had no interest in preserving
his work,

Ben-Yehuda is remembered as the reviver of the
Hebrew language and compiler of the firse modern
Hebrew dictionary, while most of his communal activity,
as well as his journalistic output, have been forgotten.

The series of sight political articles can be viewed
on two levels: the obvious one — iternational evenls

juxtaposed with current domestic social and political

conflicts in France, and the implied one — the shaping
of Ben-Yehuda's thoughi as expressed later on in his
life. The subject matier of the artictes reflects his
nationalist aspirations and his concern with his people’s
destiny both in Eretz Yisrael and in the diaspora,
Ben-Yehuda's journalistic career started in  Paris,
where he arcived in 1878 as Eliezer Elianov. Hawviag
attained a secondary cducation in Russia, he wanted
to study medicine in France, since his chances of being
accepied in medical school o Russia were nil. In Paris
he struck up a friendship with the correspondent of the
Russian paper Ruski Mir (“The Russian World™ —

Cheshnikov — who employved him as a transiator and
became his guide and patron. Through Cheshnikov,
Flianov bhecame acquainted with journalists, society
figures and politiclans, enabling him to gain access to
government deliberations and an understanding of the
tumultuous cvents of the times.

He also befriended the Jewish AMaskilim in Paris.
most of them emigrants from Russia like himself,
and becamc interested in Hebrew  journalism  and
literature. He began sending articles in lebrew to the
cditors of the Hebrew press on two themes: language,
with a Jewish national locus, and Furopean and
I'rench social and political topics. These articles, signed
“Ben-Yehuda,” were. published in Peretz Smiclenskin’s
Hushahar{¥ienna), in Hamagid {1.yck} and in Havazelct
{Jerusalem) during [879-8f, after which he settled in
Erctz Yisrael

It was Havazele! that published his eight political
articles, which ran monthly and senumonthly. In them
Ben-Yehuda skillfully analyzed the geopolitical slluation
in Furope and the domestic situation in France,
describing the ongeing war waged by the monarchists
and the clericalists against the Republican government
and its liberalism, and their destructive accusations
of anarchy and loss of morality, He attacked the
clericalists, especially the Jdesuits, for bringing about
grave social distortions, and the rural population for
supporting the Church blindly, while he lauded the
Republican government, espscially in its efforts to bring
about a separation between church and state, Sensitive
to the ills of Freonch soctety, he included numerous
descriptions of the suffering of the poor of Paris
that revealed literary talent and coffective Journalistic
technique.

He attacked the educational system of the Jesuit
schootls, portraying the Jesults as rejecting progress and
enlightenment, a theme which was (o occupy him in
the context of education in Eretz Yisrael later on. In
analyzing political tsswes in Franee and other Buropean
countries, he sometimes drew explicit paralleis te events
in the history of the Jewish people,
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Bea-Yehuda’s political articles  offer impressive
evidence of the voung Russian Jewish lmmigrant’s
rapid assimilation of French and European history
and his keen political analytic ability. Simultaneously,
he devoled himself to the study of Jewish history,
and the articles also reflect the development of his
Jewish npational awarcness. Convinced of the viability
of national frameworks, he rejected the soclalist and
communist ideologics a priori, He viewed the Jewish
pcople not only as a rcligious group but as a
nation, which, however, lacked several hasic attributes,

THE SENSATIONALIST PRESS
IN ERETZ YISRAEL, 1908-1917

The first part of this article appeared in Qesher no. 11,

Jthamar Ben-Awvis Hu-Zvi (¥The Deer™) gradually
introduced a sensationalist approach to political and
military news, in addition to “esoteric” reportage. In
April 1909 a giant headline announced the overthrow
of the Otigman sultan, Abdul Hamid, followed by
daily full-width headlines on developments i Turkey,
along with photos and detailed reports that took up
three of the paper’s four pages, wrilten in Ben-Avi’s
typical dramatic style.

Ben-Avi also instituted another facet of the
sensationalist genre in [909 — the personal crusade
— which he patterned after Pulitzer’s and Hearsts
sensationalist techniques in the US during the latter
19th century in order to increase readership. Ben-Avi
chose as his victim Albert Antebi, the director of the
Alliance schools in Palestine, a well-known personaliy
with financiat and political power and close tics Lo the
Ottoman regime. Although his choice of victim was
apparently made by chance, on the basis of a news
jtern he had read ahout a teacher being humiliated
and fired by Antebi, Ben-Avi carried on the crusade
doggedly for over a month in a series of 15 articles, alt
of which appeared on page one. The paper, portraying
itself as a champion of the “Hittle man” battling against
the vishuvs tyraats, labeled Antebi “Little Herod”
and created a satanic as well as a ridicuious image
of him which bordered on bad taste. Ben-Ami had
little factual ammunpition against Antebi, uand vears
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Consequently, he set about devising national symbaols
and concrete — not only spiritnal — frameworks.

Linguistically, the articles reflect the paucity of
everyday Hebrew terminology, cspeelally in the area of
political and social issues. Trying hard to avoid using
foreign words, Ben-Ychuda originated new Hebrew
terms — some of them far-fetched — and also made
use of bhiblical terminology and phrascology, which
resubled in a style that was often ponderous and
convoluted.

/ Uzi Elyada

later acknowledged that his character assassination was
simply a “journalistic bombshell”

By its cighth month as a daily, #a-Zvwi, which had
begun with a run of 300, had a circulation of 1,200

an unprecedented accomplishment for the period.
Advertising had increased, and another first in Hebrew
journalism had been introduced in 1908 a classificd
column. This column ran material of an intimate
romantic nature - - an idea copied by Ben-Avi from
the Ttallan press - eliciting iniense criticism by his
opponents. He justified the column not only because it
was financially profitable, but because it was amusing,
which was one of his stated goals, and which accounted
too for the serialized romantic novels that he ran.

A period of journalistic awakening began at this
time, with various new papers devoted to the Second
Alivah pioneers, new activity in the ultra-Orthodox

_press, and new Arabic papers in Haifa and Jaffa. Al

these, howcver, belonged to the “serious” category of
journalism. Of more immediate concern to Ben-Avi were
new papers started up by several young Sephardim
in Jerusalem. Shlome lsrael Shirizli, Ben-Yehudas
former publisher, founded E! Paradiso (Ladine), Der
Pardess (Yiddish) and Pardess {Hebrew) in 1909,
eliciting scorn and ridicule from Ha-Zvi, and in the
event these publications faded away quickly. Another
Terusalem publisher, however — Moshe Azriel — was
more successful, Although his Ff Liberal (Ladino), a
biweekly begun in 1909 and edited by Hayim Benatar
and Avraham FElmalel, lasied only about a year, a
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new Hcbrew paper published by him the same yea,
Ha-Herur (“Freedom™), lasted for cight years. Tt staried
as a weekly, became a3 semi-weekly and in 1912 became
a daily. Elmuleh, a young journalist who had worked
on ope of Ben-Yehuda's papers, was its first edilor,
followed by Benatar. Apparently, at first ITa-Flerur was
bvacked by Albert Antebi in retaliation for the attacks
against him in fa-Zvi, but the paper succeeded ip its
own right by adapting a sensationalist style with all the
components of the sensational press, especlally under
Benatar’s editorship.

Ha-Herut claimed to have the highest ¢lrculation
in the country, and competed fiereely with Ha-Zvi,
a rivalry that also became a personal one between
Ben-Avi and Benatar. From 1909, Ha-Zvi struggled
financially and scarched  for  backing, cventually
going into partnership with Ben-Yehuda's erstwhile
colieague/competitor  Shirizli.  But  the newspaper,
renamed Ha-Or {“The Light™}, appcared irrcgularly
and lost readership to Ha-Herut. At the same time it
becamc morc insistenily sensationalist, ran ever-larger
headlines, and relied less and less on factual reports,

The competition between the two papers reached a
peak with the outbreak of World War [ Both papers
were under-financed and neither could afford foreign
news agemey services. Each edutor resorted to personal
connections abroad to obtain news, vying desperately
with each other a competition that benefited the
locat readership.

Liltimately, the sensationalist papers contributed to the
secularization and Westernization of the Hretz Yisrael
readership. Howcever, they were consisiently attacked
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both by the Orthodox newspapers and by the Second
Alivah papers, cspecialty by Joseph Hayim Brenner
in his column in [ffa-Poel Ha-Za'ir (“The Youag
Waorker™). Brenner Inbeled all of Ben-Yebuda's papers
yellow journalism, vulgar, ridiculous, the basest of the
street press. He attacked them for demoralizing young
readers, for spawning imitations, such as Ha-Herut, and
for failing to use journalisin as a vehicle for education
and reform. The leftists viewed this kind of journalism
as nihilistic, lucking ideology and promoting ignorance.
It was no coincidence, they believed, that these papers
represented the interests of merchants, grove-owpers
and middlemen.

World War 1 reduced Haz-Orl and Ha-Heruts
puhlishing capability, and in 195 Ben-Yehuda and
his son closcd Ha-Or and left the country. Ha-Herot
lasted until 1917, whep Benatar was drafted wmto the
Turkish army. But immediately after the war endcd, in
1919, Ben-Yehuda and Ben-Avi, who had returned to
Jerusaleni, started & new sensationalist paper modeled
on the popular British Daily Mail, giving it the same
name in lebrew — Doar Ha-Yom. This successful
newspaper, edited by Ben-Avi until the carly 1930s, was
the prime cxemplar of sensationalist journalism in Eretz
Yisracl then, as well as the object of consistent attacks
orchestrated by such prosmineni journalists as Moshe
Glickson of Ha-Aretz and Berl Katznelson of Lavar
While “serious” journalism appeared to have won out
after Do’ar Ha-Yom closed in the mid-1930s, in the
tong run the sensationalist press proved enduring, and
exerted considerable intluence oo the “serious™ press as
well,

B. BOROCHOV !THE JEWISH PRESS

IN AMERICA / Mussia Lipman

Ber Borochov (i881-1917}, the labor Zionist leader,
was a multi-faceted ideologist with the unusual ability
of combining political activity in a wide variety of
areas with a tremendous creative drive. He was at once
an exceptional thinker, orator, rescarcher, writer, critic
and publicist.

Born in the Ukraine and educated in & Russian
secondary school, he began to speak and write Yiddish
only at age 26, but scon became editor of various

Yiddish socialist periedicals and wrote extensively for
this press both in Europe and in the US. He arrived
it New York in 1914, became active as a leader of the
Poalei Zion movement there and also became a regular
columnist for the Yiddish socialist daily Dic Warheit
(*The Truth™}, which had been founded in 1905 by
Louwis Miller and was later to merge with Die Tog
{see Qesher no, §), He wrote two columns — “In the
Company of Books” and “In the Land of Criticism” ——
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which included pieces on politics, daily events. culture,
book reviews, theater reviews and journalistic surveys.

In a revealing article on journalism in 1916 Borochov
portrayed the daly press as dominating the public’s
spiritual life, harnessing mankind to the “sensationalist
carriage.” Morcover, the press dictated the fate of
books through its reviews and through the necessity for
pubhishers to advertise in ncwspapers, so that books
increasingly assumed the sensationalist style of the
press. On the other hand, he pointed out, newspapers
were influenced by books as well, and where once
they bad been conveyors of news only, they developed
into a palitical vehicle and later, increasingly, into a
showease for literalure and art. Borochov hoped that
the gap between the two would continue to narcow and
that newspapers would continue to grow and become
enriched, for example, along the lines of the Sunday
Times.

According to Borochov, the primary purpose of a
daily was to provide information. Ideally, he wrote, u
daily ought to appear continuously, like a film, with
multiple “extra™ editions even 10 daily .- in order
to keep the public up to date. Periodicals, on the
other hand, serve ideological puarposes in the ficlds
of poelities, literature and art.  In a serics of articles
on the Yuddish press in the US, published in Der
Iddisher Kemfer {“The Jewish Fighter”) in early 1917,
Borochov criticized both the Jewish press and Jewish
tife in America generally for its low cultural Jevel, He
charactenzed the primary problem in the press not as
yellow journalism or sensationalism — the European
and American press were worse, he said - - but rather
as the lack of ability of the journalists, as well as the
attitude of the owners, for whom “trade in herring,
ideas or prostitution was anc and the same.”

Contrasting the Yiddish daily press with other
newspapers, Borochov credited the Yiddish papers with
a higher level, since the “Yankees” rescrved the more
sophisticated material for magazines, with the duilics
generally eatirely sensatonalist, while the Yiddish press
combined both “heavy artillery” and material "perfumed
by the fish market” in dailies.

Still, Borochov complained, the Yiddish press of 1916
lacked initiative in serving public opinion properly. The
situation the previous vear - - 1915 — had been better,
he thought, with a kind of division of coverage: ‘ITkhe
Warheit had focused on Jewish political matters, the Tog
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(*Day™) on esthetic and literary matters, the Forward
on “proletarian” matters “spurred on by poinegraphy,”
the Tagblat ("Daily™) on piety and kashrut, and the
Margen Jourpal on objective information. By 1916,
though, the differences hetween the papers had become
blurred and the reader, therefore, confused. Moreover,
4 Yiddish press trust had been formed in New York,
leading to a uniform risc in the price of the papors,
with the public viewed as the enemy, Borochov said,
warning against this capitalistic trend.

Reviewing the Yiddish weeklies, Borochov criticized
the old-established forveh Arbeiter Shiimme (“Voice
of the Free Worker™ for waging ongoing wars in
the nume of an undefined goal, possibly anarchist or
revolutionary or Jewish or literary, but certainly boring.
Nveh Welt (“"New World™, on the other hand, was a
young, vital weekly which was bitingly anti-Zionist and
anti every other wdeclogy as well, full of tempcerament
but witheut character. Borochov found Das Ratsionale
Leben (“Rational Living™), a periedical devoled o
health matters, important and inferesting because it
examined these guestions from a eritical social and
cconomic point of view., Were it not so vulgar, the
humorous Groisser Kandas ("The Big Joker™ could
have been rated with the best American and European
humor newspapers, Borochoy thought, for its humor
was vital and its conlent rich,

Several periodicals were promising because  of
positive Jewish democratic ideals presented freshly
and optimistically. Hartoren (“The Mast,” Hebrew) —
non-party, intelligent; the American Jewish Chronicle
(English) — solid, but toc pro-German; and the Iddisher
Kemfer  proletarian-socialist. A brand new periodical,
Iye Iddishe Arbciter Shtimme (“Voice of the Jewish
Worker™), published by the Jewish National Workers
Society an insurance ofganization — promised to
“insure” nol only Jews as individuals but the Jewish
people as a whole, Borechov believed,

He was particularly fond of the weekly Iddisher
Kemfer, published by Po'alei Zion, which he was
lovelved with as writer and editor during 19i6-17,
although inter-party conflict ended his tcnure there,

Borochay left the US with his family in 1917, bound
for Russia, where he had been invited to work for
Poalei Zion. After a brief, intensive period of activity
there, he fell ill and died at the age of 36,




o TR =R =

L SR A

“HA-ISHA” — AN EXCLUSIVE
MAGAZINE / Hava Diner

Ha-Isha (“The Woman™) was an unusual monthly
magazine published in Duteh by the Jewish Womeny’
Committees of the Netherlands (later umified intoe one
body) from January 1929 to the end of 1940
seven months after the Nazi conguest of Holland.
Dedicated to “women solidarity,” as stated in its
motto, it was geared to the educated, ov partially
cducated, middie-class Jewish woman who was cither a
housewife or who worked in a profession, was involved
in voluntary community work, had cultural interests,
and above all was aware of contcmporary Jewish
problems — assimilation, anti-Semitism, Zionism and
Eretz Yisracl

Although the magazine espoused “positive neatralism”
regarding declogical, religious and pohticul issues, It
was clearly Zionisi in orientation, describing Zionism
a5 a “manifestation of the Jewish renaissance.” The
first issue promised articles on educational guestions,
communat issucs, Jewish developments thoughout the
world, beginners” Hebrew lessons, the Jewish woman
and her home, religious and seculur legislation on
the status of women, literature and literary criticism,
Significantly, the magazine actually exceeded what
it promised in lerms of its richness and vanety of
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WOMEN’S

content, while maintaining a balance beiween liberal
and traditional opinion.

Zionism and Ureiz Yisrael occupied an important
place, amd were dealt with from varied political
perspectives.  Detailed  reports were sent by
correspondents in Palestine on a wide variety of
subjeets,

Traditional women’s subjects. such as recipes, were
virtually absent. and with the passage of time the
magazine hecame increasingly  serious, focusing on
contemporary Joewiwsh socielogical issues. Although the
contentl was Jewish-centered, therc was a sense of
openness ta Duteh and European cultare generally, and
the Jewish Women’s Committec maintained ties with
the Dutch nuatiovnal women's council.

indications of the crisis facing Furopean Jewry with
the rise of the Nazis to power appeared in the magazine
only occasionally. An appeal to help refugees from
Germany was published in 1933, and an appeal to aid
Polish Jewry appeared in 1938, Bven as late as the
start of 1940, there wuas no sense of the impending
storm.

Ha-Ishia closed in [December 1940, with no farewell
to its readers. On the contrary, the last issue ran the

first part of an article that was to be continued.

“AMUD HA-YIR’AH”: “LEV HA-IVRI'S”

NEWSPAPERS / Dov Genhovsky

Rabbi Akiva Joseph Schiezinger, a Zionist before
Zionism cxisted and an early visionary of the Jewish
state, was an ultra-Orthodox maverick,. Born in
Pressburg (Brauslava), in 1837, he became a rabbi
and was a leading figure in the fight against Reform
Judaism, publishing a treatise on the subject in BG5S
entilticd Lev Ha-Tvei {an acronym of his name, and
also: “The Heart ol the Hebrew™. However, his {ailurc
to halt Reform led to disillusionment with life in the
diaspora and preparations to settle in Eretz Yisrael, a
move he made in I870. Showing an unusual interest

in agriculture in his childhood, he would later describe
himself as a tfarmer after moving to Eretz Yisrael

In Jerusalem he began publishing daring works on
plans he devised for settling and developing the country,
which angered the local ultra-Orthodox establishment
who viewed him as a danger o the Halpka system
(livelihood based on the distribugion of charity from
abroady. When Schieringer ruled thal a man could take
a second wife if his first wife refused 1o follow him te
Eretz Yisrael, his opponents, particulacly the Ungam
group, burned his book Buir Yosef Hadash (*The New
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House of Jaseph™ and excommunicated him. Relatives
in Hungary, concerned for his safety, implored him o
return, but he replied: “kt 15 better to die in Jerusalem
than reign in Egypt.®

Schlezinger wuas part of the group of Jerusalemites
who founded Petah Tikva in the 18705 and acquired
land there, but he was cheated out of it by the
Ungarn group and continued to he harrassed by them
relentlessiv. He met with ilerzl when the Zionist leader
visiled Jerusalem, viewed the Balfour Declaration as the
start of the redemption, and pronounced the traditional
blessing for the passi when the Mandatory High
Commissioner Herbert Samuel arrived. He was perhaps
the only member of the ultra-Orthodox community in
Jerusalern who was aware of international developments
of the day, and decried every lost opportunity to achieve
Jewish seif-rule 1n Tretz Yisrael

Among his other talents, Schlezinger was a journalist,
labeling his collective efforis in this area Amud
Ha-Yirzh {“Column of Reverance™), a collection of
commentaries on Biblical texts and information about

Eretz Yisrael FExplaining Jacob's blessing to Zevulin
and Issachar, in which the former was to engage in
trade amd agriculture in order to support the latler in his
study of the Torah, Schlezinger aimed at encourapging
support for the “Forah of Fretz Yisrael” On a visit 10
Llijah's Cave on Mt Carmel, he wrote, he heard the
story of a miracle involving a voung girl possessed by
evil spirits who was brought to the cave, was visited by
an apparition of an old and a young man — possibly
Eljjah and Elisha — who lold ber to immerse herself
in the Sea of Kinneret, which she did, and was cured.
In another picee, Schlezinger advised Jews abroad o
purchase land and build homes in Eretz Yisrael, and
if they lacked means, to start a savings fund for this
pll?’p()SC.

Significantly, cach of his journalistic segmenls was
printed at a different printshop, testimony to the
contipuous harrassmeat he endured. His loyal famity

his son, sons-in-law, a grandson and even a
great-grandson today preserved and published his
prolific output of books. The ongoing demand for them
reflects the contemporary relevance of his views,

“MAHANAYIM” — THE STORY OF A
RELIGIOUS MILITARY PERIODICAL / Akiva Zimmerman

Mahanavim, a series of 300 booklets and magazines
published by the Chief Army Chaplainey, was launched
in the early days of the lsrael Defense Forces in 1949 as
4 bridge between the religious and secular populations,
aimed a1t anyone interested in learning about Jewish
customs. The first [¥ issues, titled An Army Chaplaincy
Antholugy, covered the Jewish holidays, and thereafter
the periodical was calied Mahanavim. It was edited hy
Rabbi Menghem Hacohen, the third generation of a
rabbinical family thal was involved in journalism, and
his brothers Rabbis Pinhas ITacohen Peli and Shmuel
Hacohen Avidor alse played impertant editonial roles
in the series.

‘The first ssue, an B0-page bookler, was introeduced
by an article by Chief Army Chaplain Rabbi Shiemo
Goronchik (Goren), ss were the issucs to follow. T
contained prayers, laws, commentaries and customs
relating to Hanukkah, along with surveys and maps
tracing the Hasmoncan wars, Articles alse appearcd
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by Rabbi Kook, by the tweo chief rabbis Herzog
and Uziel - by the first minister for religious affairs,
Yehuda Leib Hacohen Fishman (Maimonj, by Rabbi
Meir Berlin {Bar-Ilan) and others. "Poems by Bialik,
Yitzhak Katznelson and others, as well as stories about
Hanukkah, were also included, as were notes from
Jardanian captivity by Rabbi Shear Yashuv Cohen,
today chief rabbi of Haifa. The booklet was illustrated,
and also contained music notes for Hanukkah songs.

The second issue was devoted to Purim and included
the entire Book of Bsther, From issue no. 5, which
was devoted to Tish’a Be-Av, the series was printed by
the Army Printer.

In 1953 the periodical became a weekly, ftitled
Mahanavim, with anthologies on the holidays published
separately, Subtitled “A  synagogue newsletier  for
the soldier,” and eventually “A rsligious weekly for
the seldier,” the magasine contained commentaries
on the porton of the week and an article by




i

H
:
i

the editor. The members of the Mahanayim staff
showed considerable talent, and later became recognived
wrilers, newspapermen, businessimen and public figures.
A repulai column covered historical events in the
contemporary  Chronicles style, as did a colomn
depicting the events in the pottion of the week.
The chicf army chaplain had a column replying to
soldiers’ questions on religious practice. the magazine
alse contained Hassidic storics, biographies and Jewish
news araund the world,

Opinion surveys on basic religious questions were
introduced, ehciting responses from authorities as well
as from ordinary soldiers. These questions included
the necessity of covering the head, the permissibility
of mixed duncing, and the advisability of translating
prayers from Aramaic to Hebrew.

The Sinai Campaign was reflected jn discussions
on the sanctity of the Sinat and descriptions of
the batties. A more generalized theme “How to
Advance the Return to Jfuduism™ — was the subject
of a major symposium, with the participation of Chief
Rabbis Herzog and Nissim, other prominent rabbis,
and religious and secular writers.

Eventually, Mahanayim was distributed among the
civilian population as well. It became s monthly in
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1960, containing 100-200 pages and covering a wide
range of Judaica that involved scholars, writers and
artists in all disciplines, both religions and secular.
Some of the issues were devoted 1o a single theme,
such as Hasidism, agriculture in Israel, writlen and
oral law, nature in Judaism and the status of women
in Israel

Publication ceased before the Six-Day War of 1967
and was rencwed a hali-year thereafter, devoled to
the liberated areas and the holy places in them. An
encvelopedic issue on the European Jewish cOmMMUiTies
destroyed during the Holocaust appeared in 1969. The
last issue of the magarine, in 1972, was devoted to a
commemoration of David Ben-Gurion.

During the Yom Kippur War of 1973, approximately
ten issucs of a periodical entitled AMahanayim for
the [lighting Forces appeared, and a single issue of
Mahanayini appeared after the Litant operation in
1978.

In 1992, Mahanayim, cdited once again by Rabbi
Menahem Hacohen, was renewed as a guarierly,
published by the Sapir Center for Culture and Education
with the assistance of the Nitvun Fund for the
Development of Values, Lducation and I .carning.

SECRET AGENTS AS JOURNALISTS IN
ERETZ ISRAEL, 1918-20 / Nakdimon Rogel

At the cnd of 191%, an “intelligence Office” was
established in Eretz Isracl by the Zionist Conumnission at
the instigation of Dr. David Eder and Ze'ev Jabotinsky.
Staffed mostly by former Nili (a pro-British Jewish
intelligence network) members. the “Office™ was based
in cight regions throughout the country, headed by
Levi Yirzhak (Lyova) Shueerson. Its central office,
in Jerusalem, channeled information, written up in
Hebrew and in English, to Dr. Eder, who hcaded the
Political Department of the Zionist Commission. A
weekly survey of the situation in the country was also
prepared for use by the Commission press office. One
of the tasks of the Intelligence Office was to prepare
u detailed lsting of all Arah villages and landholdings.

Information sbout arms found in the possession of

Arabs, or about wanted persons, wus, according to
Office guidelines, to be handed over (o the British

€.1.D. {the secret service of the paolice).

At approximately the same time, lthamar Ben-Avi’s
Jerusalem-based newspaper, Doar Ha-Yom, appeared,
sponsored by the “Hasolel™ group, which included
Alexander Aaronsohn and others who were connected
with the Intelligence Office. The following year, in
1919, the Zionist Executive took up the question of &
possible impression of patronage by the Commission
vis-a-vis the newspaper, but decided that there was
nothing amiss in the participation of individuals in
both bodies, so long as the demands of the newspaper
did not interfere with their work in the Commission.

Although the concern of the Executive had been
the editorial tone of Do'ar Ha-Yomy lead articles, a
comparison between news items published in the paper
and Intellipence Office reports reveals that there had
been a steady flow of confidential material from the
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Office to the paper. For example, events in Damascus.
then the center of the Arab nationalist movement and
a focus of news coverage, were reported freguently
i Doar Ha-Yom. Onc of the paper’s key reporlers
in Damuascus was Dr. Shlomo Felman, 2 raember
of the “Husolel” group, who scrved s an agent of
the Zionist Commission in Damascus during 1919-20,
reporting regularly to Lder in Jerusalem and through
him 1o Dr, Chaim Weizmann in London. Felman,
who also opened a law office in Damascus, probably
did not request or receive permission from the Zionist
Commission to report for Doar Ha-Yom. Although
he signed his articles with pseudonyms, his identity
was no secret, for in June 1920 he was listed as
managing editor of the paper. Felman lett Syria with
the French takeover in July 1926, a period when
contact with Damascus had been cwt off. Arriving in
Jerusatemn, he reporied to Eder, who, impressed by his
kanowledge of the current sitwation in Syria, immediately
brought bim to High Commissioner Herbert Samuel,
and Samuel relayed Felman’s information to London,
Sunultancously, Felman submitted an article on the

i

situation to Poar Ha-Yom.

Continued frum page 2le

ministrics. He was a confidant and supporter
of Moshe Dayan and of the Rafi Party in the
1960s,

Lea Ben 1dor, a staff member from the
mid-1930s, succeeded Lurie as editor in chief.
Born in Germany, she learncd English from
her British mother, and became a central and
miluential editorial presence in the Post, writing
thousands of lead articles over the years. She
worked closely with Ari Rath, an immigrant
from Vienna, who headed the news department,
and brought the paper back into the mainstream
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The newspaper also had a representative in Beirut —
Shlome {Jean-Jacques}) Kalmi — another founder of the
paper, Kalmi too worked lor the Political Departiment
of the Zionist Commission, posted there by Welzinana
in 1920, though this did not prevent him from signing
bis articles in PDo'ar Ha-Yom openly,

With the end of British control in Syriu, there
was no need for a Zionist agent there. Moreover,
with the arrival of Brituin's first high commissioner in
Pulestine, Herbert Samuel, and the establishment of vivil
governtent in Eretz Yisragl, the Zionist Commission
attached less importance to the Intelligence Office.
The new Ziowist Commission chairman, Menahem
Ussishkin, distiked the Office in any case, since maost
of its personnel were Nilt people, whom he considered
unrcliable. Even Dr. Yder, a staunch supporter of
the Office, had reservations about the staff, although
Shneerson’s work was considered very good.

Shneerson was instructed by Eder Lo close the Office
in August 1920, though after the Arab riots of May
1921 the Commission had second thoughts about this
decision and rencwed Shneerson's activily on 4 limited
basis for a tune.

Laber Party sphere. She was succeeded by Rath,
who waorked side by side with Erwin Feenkel.
Rath established the weekly international edition
that Agron had cnvisioned. He and Frenkel
moved the paper leftward, and in this had the
support of most of the editors and writers.

When the paper was acquired by new owners
who decided on a change in orlentation, N.
David Gross, a British-born veteran editor with
the Post, who was also a moshav farmer, became
editor in chief. He vecently passed on the reins
of leadership to David Bar-YHlan.




